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© The focal point of “Championship Memoriess” is the post game celebration in the locker 

room featuring Head Football Coach Gene Stallings along with McDonald's | CNN | USA 

Today National Championship Trophy, the SEC Championship Trophy and the Associated 
Press Paul "Bear" Bryant Coach of the Year Award. 

e Nine of the seniors are portrayed surrounding Coach Stallings and the trophies, along 
with complimenting insets featuring senior George Teague in key moments of the game. 
° The University of Alabama's twelve national titles are reflected in the artist depiction of 
twelve players’ arms raised in the air with fingers signifying “we're #1”. 
© "Championship Memories" video includes personal interviews with artist, 
George Teague and game highlights. 

e The artist included ten other symbolic images and 
one hidden image in the crystal football. 

e The original oil painting is currently on display at the Paul W. Bryant museum. 


Signature Edition and Regular Edition 

The total of both editions is 3,413 prints. The Signature Edition includes the lower 
print numbers, 1 through 1,292, of 3,413. Each print is personally signed by Head 
Football Coach Gene Stallings and George Teague and signed and numbered by 
the artist. The Regular Edition includes print numbers 1,293 through 3,413. Each 
print is personally signed and numbered by the artist. Both editions include an 
embossed 24k gold seal commemorating the National Championship. 


Artist Proof Edition 

This edition consists of 392 prints personally signed by Gene Stallings and George 
Teague and signed and numbered by Douglas C. Hess. Each proof is embossed 
with a second 24k gold seal commemorating the inaugural SEC Championship 
Game, and includes a videotape at no cost with the purchase of each artist proof. 


McDonald's Edition (Please note that the McDonald's Edition of 100 prints will be 
released pending final approval by McDonalds.) 


Officially Licensed University of Alabama 


1992 National Championship Commemorative 


Limited Edition Fine Art Print 
by Douglas C. Hess 


Call 1-800-484-1097 Ext. 9546 


(For Credit Card Orders Only) 


Order Form Quantity Amount | 
Regular Edition (unframed) $150.00 
Signature Edition (unframed) $250.00 

| Artist Proofs (unframed) $450.00 

(includes video) 

| McDonald's Edition (unframed) $500.00 

| Video Tape $12.95 
AL residents add 8% tax $ 

| Shipping-Add $8 per order of prints $ 

TOTAL AMOUNT $ 

C] Check Charge To: 
Money Order [_]Mastercardl_] Visal_] American Express 

Card # Exp. Date 
Authorized Signature 
SHIP TO: (Please print. Must list street address for UPS Shipping.) 


Name 
Street Address 
_O_ || eT A: 


Home Phone Work Phone 


YOU HAVE A FULL "NO RISK" 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Mail to: Vintage House Publishing Company ¢ 261 Pine Ridge Road * Madison, AL 35758 © (205) 461-7170 
Please call for information on original oil paintings by Douglas C. Hess. 


Crimson Domination 
Alabama 34 Miami 13 


ORDER FORM ; AMOUNT 


Black & White Unframed $ 45.00 
Edition Framed $150.00 


Full Color Regular Unframed $120.00 
Edition CO) Framed $260.00 


Full Color (J Unframed $240.00 
Artists Proofs ) Framed $380.00 


Shipping Add $8 unframed prints .......... 
Add $10 for each framed print... . 


Prices subject to change without notice. _TOTALAMOUNT $ 

CZ Please find check or money order enclosed for total amount. 

CO Please charge totaltomy 1) VISA (1) MASTERCARD L) AM. EXP. 
CARD # EXP. 

SHIP TO: Please print plainly. Must list street address for UPS shipping. 


Name 
Address 
City State Zip 


YOU HAVE A FULL “NO RISK” 30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


x EBSCO MEDIA 
801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


(205) 323-1508 “ai - 


Go AHEAD, TRY IT FOR FREE 


SPECIAL SUPER BOWL XXVIi VIEWER'S GUIDE 
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66 My week wouldn't be com- 
plete without reading FOOTBALL 
NEWS. It keeps me informed on 
all phases of the game like no 
other single source | know. If you 
love football, you'll love FOOT- 
BALL NEWS. 9? 


66 appreciate FOOTBALL 
NEWS and the information it 
contains. | have been an avid 
reader for 20 years, and time 
has not diminished my enthusi- 
asm when | receive it. 99 


— Lou Holiz, 
Notre Dame coach 


— Don Shula, 
Miami Dolphins coach 


SEND FOR A FREE COPY OF THE NFL AND COLLEGE PREVIEW ISSUES 


Mail the coupon or the attached postage paid card today and we'll put you on our list to 
receive the upcoming preseason issues of Football News, America’s #1 Grid Weekly at no 
cost. Our NFL Preview edition will be out in mid-July, followed by our College Preview edition 
in August. 

If you decide you like Football News, then you'll pay just $24.95 and continue to receive 
the best weekly coverage of the game available in the country. Everything you need and want 
to know about college and pro footballis ineachissue. You'll receive 20 issues in all. Our weekly 
coverage begins in September and will take you through the Bowl Games and Super Bowl 
XXVIII in January. 

As a SPECIAL BONUS all paid orders will receive a FREE copy of the 1993 FN Pocket 
Football Guide as our way of saying thanks for your order. This handy pocket guide has a value 
of $3.95 and is chock full of NFL and college rosters, schedules, results and preseason 


predictions. 
This is a NO-RISK offer. If you are not completely satisfied you can mark “Please Cancel” A $3.95 Value! 
on your first invoice and you'll owe nothing. The preseason issues are yours to keep. Free with your paid order! 


ees ee 
SPECIAL BONUS! | FOOTBALL NEWS FREE TRIAL OFFER 


| 17820 E. Warren Ave., Detroit, Ml 48224 1-800-521-8808 


C1 Enciosed is $24.95. | save 58% off the newsstand price and get 20 issues of FN. Send my FREE 
copy of the FN Pocket Football Guide immediately. 
( Check enclosed (1 Charge my creditcard: [] Visa O wc 0 Amex 
eT “Ei Dato 


CD Send my FREE preseason issues right away. If I'm happy, I'll pay just $24.95 for 20 issues total. 
| get my FREE copy of the FN Pocket Football Guide when | pay my first invoice. O6U 


Act Now and Receive a 
FREE FN Football Guide! 


| 
* 1993 Schedules | 
« Preseason Previews | 
¢ Numerical Rosters l 
* TV Listings 

| 
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* Draft Recap Name 
FREE WITH YOUR PAID ORDER Address 


A $3.95 VALUE! 


PO. Box 6104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-6104 
(205) 345-5074 
FAX (205) 345-1260 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


Get the latest Crimson Tide 
sports updates! 


ve ee 


1-900-860-1979 


Charge is 
$2 for first minute, 
$1 each additional minute 


Callers under 18 obtain parents’ permission 
24-Hour Service 
Calls may be made from TouchTone 
or rotary dial telephone 


FOOTBALL UPDATES 
Daily football updates (Selection 2) 
Weekly football updates (Selection 3) by 7 p.m. each Sunday 
UPDATES ON ALL BAMA SPORTS 


by 7 p.m. each Sunday 
(Selection 4) 


RECRUITING INFORMATION 


by 7 p.m.each Sunday 
(Selection 5) 


A service of "BAMA Magazine 
2116 8th Street 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 
(205) 345-5074 
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On the cover: Shannon Brown does his football 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE work where things are toughest, on the line of 


scrimmage. He thought he would be a blocker 


this year, but circumstances have moved him 
f ON jl EN [ back to the defensive line. See Page 12. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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Dennis Deason: 

Move To Guard Is Opportunity 8 
Senior Dennis Deason was prepared to spend a lot of time on the bench backing up All-America can- 
didate Tobie Sheils at center this year. However, troubles at the guard spots have given him an oppor- 
tunity to not only play more, but also to start. by Kirk McNair 


Shannon Brown: 

He’s Taking Care Of Business 12 
Sophomore Shannon Brown was a backup defensive lineman last year, then made the switch to of- 
fense. The move lasted only as long as a couple of injuries depleted the defensive line, and now Brown 
is back on defense, this time as a starter. by John Barnes 


Joey Harville: 


First Team Any Way You Look At It 16 


Junior offensive lineman Joey Harville has had a few starting assignments in his Alabama career, but 
his primary value to the team is as backup to both starting offensive tackles. Although he doesn't usu- 


ally start, he’s definitely a first-teamer. by Donald F. Staffo 
Basketball Outlook: 
Talent May Overcome Inexperience 22 


Alabama Head Basketball Coach David Hobbs expected to have a more experienced team this year 
after a rebuilding season in his first year. A couple of unexpected defections mean Bama is once again 
inexperienced, but the talent level may be higher. by Kirk McNair 


Women’s Basketball: 


Tide Works To Improve Each Year 30 


Coach Rick Moody's Alabama women's basketball team had a very successful season last year, and with 
most of the key starters back from that team, the Tide has high hopes for another big season. 
by Donna Fromme 


Football Prospects: 
Skill Position Players Abound In State 35 


A look at the top senior high school offensive and defensive backs and wide receivers who are also 
getting a look from college recruiters. It appears to be a banner year in Alabama. —_ by Chass Horton 


Basketball Prospects: 


Bama Looks For Blue Chippers 39 
The early signing period for sports other than football begins November 10. Alabama Head Basketball 
Coach David Hobbs and his staff are recruiting some of the nation’s top prospects. — by Kirk McNair 


Fall Baseball: 

Pitching Looks Like A Strong Point 41 
At any level of baseball, the key ingredient is pitching. Alabama Head Coach Barry Shollenberger liked 
what he saw of Alabama's pitching staff as the Tide went through fall drills. The 1994 edition of the 
Crimson Tide hopes a blend of veterans and newcomers will mean improvement. _—_ by Rush Garner 


The Departments 

Scorecard 

Basketball Schedules 

Opponents’ Football Schedules 4 
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Pop Or Bear? 

Mike Bynum, presumably the same Mike 
Bynum who is an Alabama alumnus and who 
has written several sports-related books in- 
cluding five regarding Alabama football, has 
reportedly authored a yet-to-be-published 
book entitled, “Pop Warner: Football’s 
Greatest Teacher,” in which it is alleged that 
Warner is college football's all-time win- 
ningest coach. 

In 1981 the late Alabama Coach Paul 
Bryant won his 315th game, one more than 
the previously listed all-time record set by 
Amos Alonzo Stagg and two more than had 
been credited to Glenn “Pop” Warner. 
Eventually Bryant would run his victory 
total to 323, and that has been the acknowl- 
edged record for major college coaches. 

An NCAA representative said for many 
years lowa State has listed Warner as its head 
football coach from 1895 to 1900, a time 
when lowa State won 22 games. That would 
mean Warner won 335 games. 

There is a reasonable explanation why the 
victories have never been recognized by the 
NCAA, The years Warner was listed as the 
coach at lowa State, he was actually serving 
as the coach at either Georgia, Cornell or 
Carlisle. lowa State records list Warner as a 
co-coach most of the years. 

An NCAA committee will sort it all out. 
Members of the committee include a few 
big-timers, Roger Valdiserri of Notre Dame, 
Bud Thalman of Penn State and David 
Housel of Auburn. The others come from the 
Missouri Valley Conference, the Big East 
Conference, Boston University, Howard, 
Miami of Ohio, Central Missouri, Cal-Poly 
Pomona and Delaware Valley College. 

The bottom line is that regardless of the 
numbers, Bryant's place in college football 
history is secure. 


Anniversary 

Trivia question: What former Alabama 
football captain is celebrating the 25th an- 
niversary of his team's national college foot- 
ball championship this year? 

Answer: Dave Brungard was a star halfback 
for Coach Woody Hayes at Ohio State in 
1968 when the Buckeyes won the national 
championship. But Brungard, now an insur- 
ance executive in Birmingham, didn't see 
eye-to-eye with Hayes and transferred to 
Alabama. After sitting out 1969 he had only 
one year of eligibility remaining, but that 
1970 season was enough to convince his 
teammates he was worthy of being elected 
captain. 


Closed Circuit 

Although there has been no official an- 
nouncement as of this writing, Alabama is 
certain to have closed circuit television cov- 
erage of this year’s Alabama-Auburn football 
game. The game, being played in Auburn 
November 20, cannot be on network, cable 
or even pay-per-view telecast because 
Auburn is on probation for cheating again, 
and the penalty includes a sanction against 
telecasts of Auburn football games. That, of 
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SCORECARD 


course, penalizes the innocent as well as the 
guilty, and so the NCAA has one exception. 
A closed circuit telecast can be made to a sin- 
gle site on the campus of the innocent 
school, 

Alabama is in the process of making final 
arrangements to have the closed circuit tele- 
cast in Bryant-Denny Stadium. The company 
that handles the Sony JumboTron screen has 
examined the stadium and determined it will 
use a crane to hang the screen into the stadi- 
um. 
Florida had a similar telecast to Florida 
Field when the Gators went to Auburn. 
Approximately 8,000 showed up for the 
Florida telecast. While Florida's loss was not 
popular in Gainesville, the telecast received 
excellent reviews. 

There are only a couple of restrictions in 
the telecast. One is that the guilty party, i.e. 
Auburn University, can’t make a dime off the 
deal. The other is that the telecast may be 
made available to anyone, not just students, 
faculty and staff. Admission cost is expected 
to be about $10, half the cost of a ticket. 


Big Winners 

Prior to the start of this season, the NCAA 
released its findings on the winningest col- 
lege football teams of recent decades. The re- 
search was based on winning percentage, not 
victories, or Alabama would have been num- 
ber one in both the 1960s and 1970s. Just 
based on wining percentage, Alabama was 
first in the 1960s with an 86.5 winning per- 
centage, second to Oklahoma in the 1970s, 
and fourth through the first three years of 
the 1990s. No other team was ranked among 
the five winningest teams in more than two 
decades, and only Nebraska and Oklahoma, 
both ranked among the winningest teams in 
the 1970s and 1980s, made the list in two 
decades. 

There were surprises. Bowling Green had 
the fifth best winning percentage in the 
1960s, Tennessee State fourth best in the 
1970s, Brigham Young third best in the 
1980s. 

But the biggest surprise may be that the 
team with the best winning percentage in the 
history of college football does not appear 
among the top five winning teams in the 
1960s, 1970s, 1980s, or the first three years 
of the 1990s. That team is Notre Dame. 


What Does A Tie Mean? 

When Alabama's winning streak of 28 con- 
secutive games ended not with a loss, but 
with a tie to Tennessee, the first thought for 
many was what the 17-17 verdict did to 
Alabama's chances for repeating as national 
champion. 

There is some interesting precedent for a 
team with a tie winning some version of the 
national title. The best memory of a team 
with a tie taking the title is 1965, when 
Alabama repeated despite a tie to Tennessee 
and a loss to Georgia. A wild day of bowl 
games made Alabama‘ climb to the top pos- 
sible. The worst memory for most Alabama 
fans of a team with a tie winning the champi- 


onship came the next year, when Alabama 
was trying for a third straight title, went un- 
defeated (and untied), and finished third to 
co-champions Notre Dame and Michigan 
State, who had tied 10-10 during the season. 

The last time two teams split the national 
championship, in 1990, both teams had a tie, 
Georgia Tech (11-0-1) and Colorado (11-1- 
1). In addition to Alabama and Colorado, 
lowa has won a version of the national 
championship with a loss and a tie, the 
Hawkeyes taking a crown in 1958 with a 7- 
1-1 mark. 

Eleven teams have had a tie and won some 
version of the national championship, such 
as Ohio State in 1961 taking the Football 
Writers Association crown with an 8-0-1 
record while 11-0 Alabama won the more 
recognized Associated Press and United 
Press International championships. Other 
teams with a tie on their national champi- 
onship records are Pittsburgh in 1937, Notre 
Dame in 1946, Ole Miss in 1960 and 
Nebraska in 1970. 


November Action 

Although most of the attention is still on 
football and even though basketball competi- 
tion begins with some exhibition games, 
there are other sports at Alabama with 
November activity. 

The Alabama volleyball team will be on the 
road at Auburn November 5 and at Florida 
November 7, then finish out the regular sea- 
son with home matches against South 
Carolina November 19 and Georgia 
November 20, The SEC Championships will 
be in Birmingham November 25-27. 

Alabama swimming and diving teams host 
LSU November 6, and then the women have 
meets at Houston November 19, Texas 
November 20 and host Florida November 
26. 

Fall golf competition concludes in 
November with both men and women play- 
ing in South Carolina November 12-14. The 
men will be in the Golf World 
Intercollegiate in Hilton Head and the 
women at the Cudone Invitational at Myrtle 
Beach. 

Tennis schedules are subject to quick and 
unannounced changes, but the schedule 
shows the women in the International Tennis 
Association Regional Championships at 
Georgia Tech November 5-7 and the men at 
the Region II] Championships in Knoxville 
November 4-7. 

The Alabama cross country teams will take 
part in the NCAA District II] championships 
in Greenville, South Carolina, November 13. 
That is the qualifying meet for the NCAA 
Championships, to be held November 22 in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. The women are 
expected to qualify for the national champi- 
onships, but the men are not. 


Top Gun 

Who is the best women’s basketball shooting 
guard in the nation? According to the 1993-94 
NCAA Basketball Preview magazine the distinc- 
tion belongs to Alabama junior Niesa Johnson. 
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She heads the list of the nation’s top ten guards 
in the publication. The magazine gives 
Alabama a preseason ranking of 22nd. 


Reunion 

One of the projects Dottie Kelso was work- 
ing on when she died tragically at the age of 
31 this fall was a reunion of former Alabama 
women's basketball players, managers, train- 
ers and coaches. The 31-year-old Bama assis- 
tant coach's wish will come true. Tide Head 
Coach Rick Moody said that all former play- 
ers and staffers in Alabama women's basket- 
ball history have been invited to return to 
Tuscaloosa when the Tide plays LSU on 
Sunday, January 30, in Coleman Coliseum. 
Kelso will also be honored at that game. 


The Price Of Success 

Very few people would not want to have 
Jason Bohn’s regret. On November 1, Bohn 
was to receive his second of 20 $50,000 pay- 
ments, his reward for having made a hole in 
one in a contest at University Golf Course a 
year ago. Bohn, at the time a sophomore 
walk-on member of the Alabama golf team, 
won the million dollar prize and immediate- 
ly lost his amateur status and chance to play 
collegiate golf. 

Bohn is still in school at Alabama and 
working towards his degree. He is managing 
his money well, having “blown” part of it on 
a utility sports vehicle, loaned some to his 
brother who is in dental school, and starting 
a fund to promote junior golf in his home- 
town in Pennsylvania. 

But, he said, “You could almost say I regret 
hitting it. | always had a dream of playing 
collegiate golf, and I'd worked pretty hard to 
get to this point. | do miss not being a part of 
the team anymore, not being able to see how 
far | could have gone.” 


Good Starts 

Alabama men's golf and tennis stars, whose 
primary play will come in the spring, got off 
to very good starts in fall competition. 

Marten Olander, who ended his junior sea- 
son of golf in 1993 by being named the 
Hogan Award winner, recognizing him as the 
nation's top golfer/scholar, is one of ten col- 
lege golfers selected as a finalist by the 
Intercollegiate Golf and Tennis Association 
for the Dave Williams Award, also based on 
both athletic and academic accomplish- 
ments. Olander was not only an honorable 
mention All-America as a junior, he is also a 
dean's list student and member of the hon- 
orary, Omicron Delta Kappa. And he got his 
senior athletic year off on a great start as he 
eagled the final hole to lead Alabama to the 
team title in the University of Tennessee 
Tournament of Champions. 

Cecil Brandon, who is ranked 34th in the 
nation among college tennis players, had 
never competed in college on clay courts 
until the opening leg of the Collegiate Grand 
Slam this fall. The initial tournament of the 
year for the nation’s top-ranked individuals, 
the SkyTel National Collegiate in Jackson, 
Mississippi, was Brandon upset the nation’s 
llth-ranked player and make it to the 
Round of 16. 


New Facility For Women 
Alabama expects to add to its athletics facil- 
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Men 
DATE OPPONENT TIME 
Nov. 16 *Team Bulgaria 7:30 
Nov. 22 *Spirit Express 7:30 
Dec.1 Chattanooga 7:30 
Dec.4 @ Washington State 9:00 
Dec.9 Northwestern State 7:30 
Dec. 18 Florida A&M 1:30 
Dec. 21 @ Southem Miss 7:00 
Low Country Classic 
@ Charleston, S.C. 
Dec. 28 Delaware State 5:30 
Dec. 29 Charleston TBA 
or Penn State 
Jan.5 @South Carolina 6:30 
Jan.8 Arkansas 1:30 
Jan. 12 Vanderbilt 7:30 
Jan.15  @ Ole Miss (JP) 12:30 
Jan.17  Tennessee-Martin 7:30 
Jan.19 @LSU 7:00 
Jan. 22 Florida 1:30 
Jan. 25. @ Auburn (ESPN) 8:40 
Jan. 29 Mississippi State (JP) 3:00 
Feb.2.  @ Kentucky (JP) 7:00 
Feb.5  @ Georgia (JP) 1:00 
Feb.8 LSU (ESPN) 8:40 
Feb. 14 Mercer 7:30 
Feb. 16 @ Arkansas (JP) 7:00 
Feb.19 Tennessee 1:30 
Feb, 23 Tennessee State 7:30 
Feb. 26 Ole Miss 1:30 
Mar.2 @ Mississippi State 7:00 
Mar.5 Auburn 1:30 


Mar. 10- SEC Tournament 
Mar. 13 @ Memphis 


*Exhibtion game 
All times central 


ities with a new building for some women's 
athletics events. The 3,000-seat arena would 
be primarily for volleyball, but would also be 
used by the gymnastics team and, in some 
cases, by women’s basketball. It will also 
house the offices of some women’s athletics 
coaches and officials. Ground-breaking on 
the facility is perhaps two years away. 


And She Can Run, Too 

it's never a surprise when a past or present 
Alabama track performer wins one of the 
races held in the Tuscaloosa area. And so it 
was this year when former Bama cross coun- 
try stars German Beltran and Heather Shutt- 
Warner finished first overall in the men’s and 
women's divisions, respectively, at the 
Kentuck Festival 5K Run. However, there 
was something of a surprise winner in the 
women’s 25-29 age group as former Tide ten- 
nis All-America Titia Wilmink was the win- 
ner with a very strong time of 21:45. 


Administrator Added 

Athletics Director Hootie Ingram didn’t 
have to search long or far to find the woman 
he wanted to take up the duties vacated by 


Alabama Basketball Schedules 


Women 
DATE OPPONENT TIME 
Nov.17 *Team Bulgaria 7:00 
Nov. 24 *Athletes In Action 7:00 
Cyclone Classic 
@ lowa State 
Nov. 26 Eastern Washington 8:00 
Nov. 27 lowa State or Troy State TBA 
Shoney's Classic 
@ Tuscaloosa 
Dec.3 Coppin State 6:00 
Dec.4 Grambling or Tennessee St TBA 
Dec.8 @ East Tennessee 6:30 
Dec. 11 Louisiana Tech 7:00 
Dec. 29- Central Florida Classic 
Dec. 31 @ Orlando TBA 


(Central Florida, North Carolina, FSU, 
Kentucky, East Carolina, Radford, 
Richmond) 


Jan.5 Georgia 7:00 
Jan.7 @lllinois 7:30 
Jan.9 @ Vanderbilt 2:00 
Jan.12 @ Troy State 7:00 
Jan.16 Florida 2:00 
Jan.18 Mercer 7:00 
Jan. 22 @ South Carolina 1:00 
Jan. 26 South Alabama 7:00 
Jan. 30 LSU 2:00 
Feb.2 @ Arkansas 7:00 
Feb.5 @ Tennessee 6:00 
Feb. 13 Kentucky 1:30 
Feb. 16 Auburn 7:00 
Feb. 19 Mississippi State 11 a.m. 
Feb. 23. Alabama State 5:00 
Feb. 26 @ Ole Miss 7:00 
Feb. 28 Troy State 7:00 
Mar. 4- SEC Tournament 

Mar.7 @ Chattanooga 


*Exhibtion game 
All times central 


Associate Athletics Director Sarah Patterson. 
Patterson, head coach of Bama's very suc- 
cessful gymnastics team for the past 16, 
wanted to relinquish some of her administra- 
tive duties after eight years of wearing two 
hats. 

Ingram hired Debbie Warren as assistant 
athletics director to work with all sports ex- 
cept football, men’s basketball and gymnas- 
tics. The position was added as part of the 
athletics department's efforts to strengthen 
its position on gender equity. 

Warren just had to move about a block 
from her former offices in the Alabama 
Aquatic Center to Coleman Coliseum. She 
has been serving as director of aquatic 
sports. lronically, in her new post she will 
work under Associate Athletics Director Don 
Gambril, for many years the highly-regarded 
Bama swimming and diving coach. 

She is an alumna (bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees) of Mount Union College in 
Alliance,Ohio, where she formerly served as 
head coach for women’s swimming and div- 
ing and started the women’s cross country 
and track and field teams while teaching in 
the physical education department. 


Dennis Deason: 


Move To Guard Is Opportunity 


by Kirk McNair 


A center all his life, senior 
makes the switch late 


ennis Deason said he looked at the 
1993 Alabama football season, “And I 
saw I'd better plan on picking splin- 


ters out of my butt. Playing behind an All- 
America like Tobie means a lot of time riding 
the pine.” Deason, a senior, opened the 1993 
season the way he finished the 1992 cam- 

ign, as backup center to Tobie Sheils, the 
Tide's returning All-Southeastern Conference 
center. And, sure enough, Sheils is getting 
practically every snap at center for the Tide. 

However, a series of events have given 
Deason a lot more playing time, including a 
couple of starting assignments. 


+ 


Dennis Deason (67) has waited for his opportunity and now he's getting it as an offensive guard. He 
was a backup center to Tobie Sheils, but problems at guard forced a owl pi 


8 
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The offensive line returned nearly intact 
from one that began playing pretty well a 
year ago. The lone absentee was left guard 
George Wilson. The left guard spot has come 
in for a great deal of experimentation this 
year. John Clay had the job to begin with. 
Then Deason gave it a try. Maurice Belser 
had his shot. William Barger plays both left 
and right guards. Bama even worked backup 
tackle Joey Harville at left guard one game. 
Now Clay is back at left guard. 

Meanwhile, Deason began getting some 
work at right guard, backing up three-year 
starter Jon Stevenson. When Stevenson suf- 
fered a knee injury against South Carolina, 
then re-injured the knee against Tennessee, 
the starting right guard assignment opened 
up, and Deason moved into it. 

“It was a good break for me,” Deason said 
of his opportunities at guard. “I’ve been a 
center since second grade, never played any- 
thing else. But if 1 had not gotten the chance 
to play guard, | wouldn’t have gotten any 
playing time.” 

Alabama Assistant Coach Jim Fuller is 
hoping for the best since offensive line 
depth is not good. Fuller coaches Alabama's 
guards and centers, so he’s Deason’s coach 
regardless of where the senior from 
Birmingham plays. “He’s told me for two 
years that he plays better than he practices,” 
Fuller said. “I've tried to make the point to 
him that he’s got to practice hard and give 
me the confidence in him to put him in a 
game. But he went in for Stevenson in the 
Tennessee game and played ata high level.” 

Fuller is also pleased that Deason is getting 
an opportunity to start. “It’s difficult to play 
center and a guy who is trying to play both 
guard and center like Dennis is doing has re- 
ally got to work,” Fuller said. “But he's never 
said, ‘If 1 could just play one position. . .’ He 
just wants a chance to play.” 


eason didn’t get an immediate oppor- 
De to be an Alabama football 

player at any position. Although he 
says it was former Alabama Head Coach Bill 
Curry who wouldn't give him a scholarship, 
Fuller takes responsibility for that. “I saw 
him in high school and he was a good little 
player,” Fuller said. But the operative word 
is “little.” Fuller said, “I didn’t know he was 
going to grow up to be 274 pounds. But he’s 
one of those guys who has stayed in the 
weight room, works hard, and, I guess, eats 
good. It may help that his family is in the 
restaurant business.” 

“I was a little, bitty rascal,” Deason said. 
“My senior year in high school | was about 
5-11 and 212 pounds.” But he was a good 
one, an all-city performer for Vestavia Hills. 
In the spring of his senior year, 1989, he had 
a growth spurt, up to 6-1 and over 250. 
Alabama still didn’t have a scholarship for 
him, but Auburn did. 
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“I always wanted to be at Alabama,” 
Deason said. “Growing up, my entire family 
was all Alabama.” 

But it was off to Auburn. Deason was red- 
shirted as a freshman, then in 1990 came 
down with pneumonia, another year missed. 
He stayed at Auburn through the summer of 
199], then made a decision. He wanted to 
be at Alabama. However, a transfer to 
Alabama would have meant sitting out an- 
other year, and Deason wanted to play. 

“| was already packed and ready to head to 
Tuscaloosa, but in the back of my mind I 
kept thinking | didn't want to go another 
year without playing football,” Deason said. 
“And, I have to be honest, I also thought 
that if 1 went to Alabama, I wouldn't be able 
to play and I'd spend the whole year on the 
scout team trying to block big Robert 
Stewart.” So he did some checking and 
found out he could get a scholarship and 
play football at Navarro Junior College in 
Corsicana, Texas. 

“1 got there a week before the first game,” 
Deason said. “I had gotten my weight up to 
about 268 and | was in good shape when I 
was at Auburn, but after the pneumonia | 
had dropped down to 245. And I was a fat 
245,” he added. 

Nevertheless, with only one practice in 
pads under his belt, Deason started at center 
for Navarro in the first game. And he started 
the next 10 games as the team finished with 
a 9-2 record and third place national junior 
college finish. 

Then Alabama had a scholarship for him. 
Deason may be the only man ever to have 
football scholarships to both Alabama and 
Auburn. 

Deason reported to Bama in time for [fall 
practice last year and ended up as a backup 
center. However, Sheils played almost every 
snap, Deason played in only six games, see- 
ing the most playing time in Bama’s win 
over South Carolina. 


eason has continued to grow. He's up 
D= 6-2 now, and his official weight is 

275. Actually, Deason grows a little 
and shrinks a little each week. 

“We weigh in on Mondays and I'm sup- 
posed to be 275,” Deason said. “If I'm over- 
weight, I get the diet plate. So | diet all 
weekend. I’m usually about 282 on 
Saturdays.” 

The diet plate is a low fat meal prepared 
for designated athletes, “It's good, and it’s a 
decent amount,” Deason said. “It's just not 
enough for me-a half a chicken breast and 
vegetables, something like that.” 

Deason had a bit of a scare recently. “I went 
in to weigh on Monday and | was 280," he 
said. “I don't know what happened, but 
somehow | didn’t lose the weight over the 
weekend. So I dodged Coach Caruthers 
(Bama Strength and Conditioning Coach 
LeBaron Caruthers, who monitors weight) 
for a couple of days until | was down to 275.” 

Deason appreciates good food and plans to 
join his father, Harold, in the restaurant busi- 
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ness in Birmingham following his graduation 
in the spring. He has worked at the restaurant, 
“Incahoots,” each summer since he was in the 
eighth grade, starting out as a dish washer and 
bus boy, finally graduating to cook. 


Ithough most of Deason’s work this 
Ai was at center, he began getting 

some practice time at left guard in 
mid-September, then work at right guard 
early this month. “Making the switch from 
left guard to right guard isn’t a big change, 
but center to guard is a big adjustment on 
pass blocking,” Deason said. He hadn't prac- 
ticed at guard at all prior to this fall. 

“The first day | practiced at guard against 
our defensive line, | got battered,” he said. 
“I'm getting more comfortable there, now. 
I'm probably still more comfortable at center 
than guard, but | want to play and I want to 
help the team, and it looks like I can do that 
better at guard.” 

Running plays don't present as much 
problem for Deason following the switch. 
Pass blocking is quite a bit different. “At 
center, if you have a man on you, you get 
help from a guard. If you don’t have a man 
on you, you help out a guard. But you al- 
ways have help. At guard, you only have the 
center helping you about 50 per cent of the 
time, because the other half of the time he's 
working with the other guard.” 

Deason played the final drive for the tying 
touchdown against Tennessee after 
Stevenson was injured. “Until the quarter- 
back sneak for the touchdown, every play 
was pass blocking,” he said. “My confidence 
was kind of shaky.” 

Offensive line play involves learning more 
techniques than about any position in foot- 
ball, one reason it takes so long to develop a 
good offensive line. “You have to do a lot of 
thinking,” Deason said. “I’ve spent a lot of 
time watching film. | watched film with 
Coach Fuller and that helped me a lot to un- 


derstand the mistakes I’ve got to correct.” 
Deason said, “I wish | could have been 

here all five years. | think I would have been 

a lot further along. College football is so 


technical it takes a good year just to polish 
up what you've learned.” For Dennis Deason 
and for Alabama's football team, it’s impor- 
tant that he polish up a lot quicker. 


New! Up-to-date Crimson Tide 
Bill Board Cap! 


Now your cap shows each week’s Alabama opponent 
and the score of the game. 
Includes 1993 and 1994 opponents and numbers on 
easy-cut Velcro to allow weekly updating. 
Officiallly Licensed and Patented. 


Promotional Price Only $16.95 


(includes taxes and U.S. shipping & handling) 


=... 


Send check or money order to: 
Cap Miesters, Inc. 
P.O. Box 942 

Pell City, AL 35125 
(205) 884-3903 


Made in U.S.A. Patent No. 4,776,043 


Mark McBride and the Downtown Gallery 
are proud to announce our $50,000 pledge 
fo RISE, for the John Mark Stallings Room 

of the new RISE Building. 


For information on how you can be a part of this wonderful program 
and be named as a contributor, 
please call Mark McBride 
(205) 752-6222 
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Shannon Brown: 


He’s Taking Care Of Business 


by John Barnes 


Tide sophomore has gone 
back to where he started, 
to the defensive line 


o one has to tell Alabama's Shannon 
Nic the meaning of the word “re- 

sponsibility.” One of only three mar- 
ried players on the Alabama team, Brown 
considers himself a husband and father first, 
a student and football player second. 

For the 6-5, 265-pound sophomore from 
Millbrook, responsibilities begin at home 
and end on the gridiron. “Its a different situ- 
ation for me than it is for other players,” he 
said. “Not to take anything away from any- 
one else, but I had to learn quick what it 
means to keep your priorities in order. All 
the other guys on the team have to worry 
about is school and football, hopefully in 


that order. Not only do I have those things 
to deal with, but also with things like rent, 
bills and day care. It forces you to grow up 
quick.” 

A self-proclaimed “Air Force brat,” Brown 
was born in England and spent time at bases 
in Florida, Nebraska and Texas, before set- 
tling in Millbrook, where his father, now re- 
tired, was stationed at Gunter Air Force 
Base. “I guess there are advantages and dis- 
advantages to all the travelling and reloca- 
tion,” said Brown. “It gave me an opportuni- 
ty to experience different cultures and atti- 
tudes. But I like it in Alabama best.” 

A three sport letterman at Stanhope- 
Elmore high school, Brown was recruited as 
a defensive lineman. A 5A all-state pick, he 
was wooed by virtually every school in the 
Southeastern Conference, in addition to 
Nebraska and Wisconsin. 

“It was never a foregone conclusion that I 
would sign with Alabama,” he said. “Both 
my brother and uncle played at Auburn, so 
they were always on my mind. I enjoyed my 


visit to Wisconsin, but like Nebraska, it was 
a little too far from home. At one point, | 
was leaning towards Mississippi State. I real- 
ly liked their facilities, but I didn’t care too 
much for the coach. He told me things I 
knew would never happen. I expect people 
to be honest and | don’t believe he was.” 
After a visit to Alabama, Brown's mind was 
made up. “Coach Stallings and Coach 
Dubose, | liked the way they talked to me,” 
Brown said. “They were very up front with 
me. They told me what was expected and 
what I would have to do to be a good foot- 
ball player. | appreciated their honesty and 
made up my mind then and there. The tradi- 
tion, the atmosphere, everything just 
seemed right. It's just something you know 
and feel when it’s right.” 

Following a redshirt year in 1991, Brown 
moved into the playing rotation, providing 
solid backup help to nose tackle James 
Gregory, playing in nine games and record- 
ing eight tackles, including two quarterback 
sacks against Auburn. “I guess you could 
say 1991 was a good learning experience for 
me,” he said. “Playing with John (Copeland) 
and Eric (Curry) was an experience I'll 
never forget. Those guys forced you to ele- 
vate your level of play and I think it’s carried 
over into this season with all the guys on the 
D line.” 


campaign, Brown was given the option 

of moving to the offensive side of the 
football. “We felt at the time that moving 
Shannon to offensive tackle would not only 
help the team, but give him a better chance 
to pursue a career in professional football,” 
said Defensive Line Coach Mike Dubose. 

Working exclusively at offensive tackle 
throughout spring practice, Brown was be- 
ginning to settle in at his new position. He 
played the entire A-Day game at right tackle 
for the white squad. “It wasn’t so bad,” he 
said. “I played offense in high school. It’s a 
different perspective on the game, but once 
you get used to it, you start to enjoy it just 
as much as defense. Either way, I'm going to 
hit somebody, so it really doesn’t matter.” 

As fall two-a-days concluded, Brown was 
continuing to work with the Tide offense, 
looking forward to his first season on the of- 
fensive line as a backup to tackle Roosevelt 
Patterson. He played 35 snaps in the Tulane 
game and was beginning to get a true feel 
for the position. 

What Brown didn’t realize was that the 
Tulane game would be his last as an offensive 
lineman. Nose tackle James Gregory injured a 


Frere Bama’s 1992 championship 


Shannon Brown started his Alabama football ca- 
reer as a defensive lineman, had a brief fling on 
the offensive line, and is now back playing de- 
fense, and playing it very well. 
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knee, adding further depth problems to an al- 
ready-depleted Bama defensive front. Although 
it was unknown at the time, Brown would 
soon be back home on the defensive line. 

In what he refers to as “the strangest day 
of my life,” Brown was summoned to Head 
Coach Gene Stallings’ office the following 
Monday. “I didn’t know what was going on,” 
said Brown. “I knew I hadn't done anything 
wrong, so I was a little scared.” Once again, 
Brown was given the option of changing 
sitions, this time back to the defensive line, 
an opportunity he welcomed. “I really do 
think of it as my natural position,” he said. 
“Certainly, I'll play wherever, but I think de- 
fense suits my attitude better than offense. 
All 1 ever wanted was to play. | hope I'll be 
an asset to the defense at some point.” 

According to Dubose, he already is. 
“Shannon is a very intense, very intelligent 
player,” said Dubose. “He's mature beyond 
his years and | think it helps him on the 
football field. The fact that he has a family 
and all that added responsibility has forced 
him to grow up quicker than the average 
college player. I think it helps him to focus 
on his goals a little more clearly than most 
players his age.” 

Brown played sparingly against Vanderbilt, 
Arkansas and Louisiana Tech. Against South 
Carolina, with Bama coaches experimenting 
with a 4-3 defensive alignment, as opposed to 
the traditional 3-4, Brown got his opportuni- 
ty to shine. Bama abandoned its normal front 
approach to go with four defensive linemen, 
in part to confuse Gamecock quarterback 
Steve Tannyhill, but more so to suit a defen- 
sive scheme to the Tide's existing personnel. 
“Its not something we did overnight,” said 
Dubose. “We ran it some last year, but noth- 
ing like we did against Carolina.” 


labama traditionally has been an odd- 
man front defensive team (a nose 


tackle and two defensive ends in cur- 
rent nomenclature) with the defensive line- 
men having two-gap option, meaning at the 
snap of the ball the defensive lineman deter- 
mines the best route to the opponent's back- 
field. Now Bama is working with an even 
front, two tackles and two ends, and now 
the linemen have set assignments and pre- 
determined paths to the quarterback or ball 
carrier. It is a considerably less-complicated 
scheme, one that suits Brown just fine. 

“It's not that our lineman can’t handle the 
3-4,” said Brown. “In fact, just the opposite. 
The 3-4 has been our bread and butter. But 
our coaches are smart enough to realize that 
our personnel is different from last year. 
They suit the alignment to the personnel 
rather than the personnel to the alignment.” 

The end result was Alabama’s finest defen- 
sive performance of the season, and the best 
game of Shannon Brown's young career. 
Brown responded to the new alignment the 
way Tide coaches hoped he would-five tack- 
les, including a sack and a batted-down 
pass, not to mention numerous quarterback 
pressures of Tannyhill. On every play, it 
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seemed as if Brown or Jeremy Nunley or 
both, were in Tannyhill’s face. It was not by 
accident. “Tannyhill got us fired up because 
of his mouth,” said Brown. “This guy thinks 
he’s something special, but believe me, he’s 
not. Anyone who talks as much as he does 
and plays to the crowd as much as he does 
and can’t back it up is a joke. I can think of 
three or four quarterbacks in this league 
who are better than he ever thought about 
being. This guy needs a reality check before 
someone hurts him bad.” 

Brown is indeed an enthusiastic player. 
Dubose feels that enthusiasm may very well 
be Brown's best attribute. “He's so intense on 
the field, he gets everyone else fired up,” he 
said. “Shannon's a long way from being the 
player we want him to be, but remember 
he’s only a sophomore. When he gets a little 
experience under his belt he could be one of 
the more dominant players in our league.” 

What about the chances of Brown being 
moved back to offense again now that the 
Bama D-line is healthy? “I don’t think we'll 
see that happen anytime soon,” said Dubose. 
“Right now, some of the younger guys have 
come along pretty good over there. We're not 
ruling anything out. If Coach Stallings says 
to move him back, we'll move him back. But 


1 don’t foresee that happening. After all, we 
have his future to think about, too.” 

Brown has his attention on Alabama having 
a successful football season, on earning his 
degree, and on his family, but not in that 
order. “I'd be lying if I told you my family 
didn't come first,” he said. “I have a wife and a 
litle girl. That's what is important. They have 
to be taken care of first. Then comes school, 
then football. Father and husband; student, 
athlete. That is the order of my priorities.” 

When the articulate Brown speaks of his 
family, he speaks with conviction. “Football 
is very important because it’s what I want to 
do. School is important because when foot- 
ball is over, I'll still have that degree and 1 
hope to be teaching someday. But my family 
is what it’s all about. They'll be there long 
after football is over. There will come a time 
when my family will be all I have, so it's im- 
portant to maintain a sense of order during 
this very busy time in my life.” 

No one can ever accuse Shannon Brown of 
not having his life together. He has no 
choice. While his teammates play Nintendo, 
he changes diapers. Ask Shannon Brown 
about sacrifice, or too much going on in a 
young person's life. His answer: “I wouldn't 
have it any other way.” 
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Helmet Phone Pak Chest™ Cooler 

This hand-crafted, authentic Riddell helmet is What, you don't have a Pak Chest Cooler... and you call 
mounted on a solid oak base, and comes yourself a fan? More than just an ice chest, the Pak Chest 
complete with a high quality “Pac- Cooler is the ultimate cooler for the ultimate sports fan. Its 


Tel” telephone, which features a 
fully lighted dial, programmable 
10 number memory storage 

and flash and redial modes to 
provide years of trouble free 
use. The football helmet 

phone is perfect for 
home or office use. 
Use it to call and 
order your season 
tickets! 

AL-0601 $259.95 


tigid inner cylinder holds 24 cans and a full bag of ice. The 
nylon jacketed exterior has a refrigerated pocket to keep 
sandwiches fresh and undamaged and a large tote bag pocket 
for plates, blankets and game day magazines. A padded 
adjustable shoulder strap allows for easy hands free carrying. 
Perfect for tailgating... 

AL-0501 $64.95 


Wastebasket 

Sturdy heavy gauge tin construction, lithographed logo will 

never fade. Complete with goal post accessory to “toss” paper 

through the goal. Measures 19 1/4” high, 10 1/4” diameter. 
AL-0704 $24.95 


| Field Throw Rug 


Exact replica of The Field, permanently dyed 

heavy duty carpet with rubberized non-skid 

backing. Use it anywhere! Also Snack Helmet 

makes a great wall hanging! Size Actual size helmet - the neatest snack bowl around! The perfect accent for 

28" x $2". AL-0701 $39.95 game day parties, etc. Helmet has removable plastic compartment for 

snacks plus removable dish that fits into faceguard to hold dips and 
sauces. Dishwasher and microwave safe. AL-0703 $39.95 


Nite-Lite Lamp 

Finish decorating your room with the perfect desk top study 

lamp. This lamp doubles as a nite-lite with a 7-watt bulb 

located inside the translucent plastic cylinder. 
Complete with a 3 way switch control 
which allows the nite light to be switched 

on by itself or in conjunction with the desk 

lamp. Lamp stands 17" high. AL-0702 $39.95 


TO ORDER CALL: 1-800-677-9077 


(8 am-8 pm, Mon-Fri) Visa, MasterCard or Discover. PA residents add 6% sales tax. Mail orders: send request including 
your name, address, phone number and check for purchase price to: Affinity Marketing, Inc., 2534 Fox Hollow Dr., 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237. Shipping and Handling charges are included in the price, please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


Helmet Plaque 

Proudly decorate your home or office wall and 
display your loyalty to Alabama with the Mini- 
Riddell Helmet Plaque. Authentic half-helmet is 
mounted on a solid oak plaque measuring 9" x 
8", complete with team engraved nameplate. 
AL-1202 $49.95 


Alabama Vase 

A vase that looks great with or without 
flowers. Clear glass vase with hand 
applied permanent University of 
Alabama logo and gold rim. Approx. 11" 
tall. AL-0102 $49.95 


All collegiate merchandise is licensed 
by University of Alabama. A portion of 
the proceeds of the sale of these 
products supports various 
Crimson Tide programs. 


All prices include UPS shipping— 
allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
Perfect Christmas gifts for your 
e favorite Crimson Tide fan! 


Alabama Watch 

Quality Sportswatch by Bulova with full 
color logo, sweep second hand and 
calendar housed in a water resistant case 
with goldtone tension rings for durability. 
Adjustable vinyl strap. The ideal gift for you 
or those special Crimson Tide fans in your 
life. AL-1301 $39.95 


Mini Helmet 


Bring the excitement of the game into your 
home or office! Manufactured on a half 
scale by Riddell, this "Authentic 
Riddell Miniature" is 6 1/2" x 5 
and exact in every detail. The 
} perfect gift for the Alabama fan 
es ofall ages. AL-1205 $49.95 


Helmet Pen Set 
77 : The perfect gift for the desk of Alabama fans! This 


i} Mini-Riddell half-helmet is mounted on solid oak 
(not pictured) or simulated marble base measuring 


12" x 7". Comes complete with two top quality 
ball point pens and team engraved nameplate. 
Simulated Marble Base AL-1203 $89.95 

by \\\\ YY Solid Oak Base AL-1204 $79.95 


Alabama Lamp 

Put some light on the subject. A great desk 
lamp — glass base, pleated linen shade and 
hand applied permanent University of 
Alabama logo. American made. Approx 22" 
high. Also available as a table lamp, 29" high. 
Desk Lamp AL-0101 $79.95 

Table Lamp AL-0103 $89.95 


High quality “Pac-Tel” telephone, wall or 
desk convertible, comes complete with 10 
number reference index, flash and redial 
functions, fully lighted big button keypad, 
tone or pulse dialing and ringer on/off 
switch. AL-0602 $64.95 


Joey Harville: 


First Team Any Way You Look At It 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Junior offensive lineman has done well at tackle, and 
now Bama coaches hope he can fill void at guard 


16 


efrigerator Harville just doesn’t 
R= that ring to it. Although 

oey Harville has seen playing 
time at several offensive positions for 
Alabama, no one has suggested tailback. 
And it isn’t likely to be suggested, even 
though Harville averaged an eye-pop- 
ping 26 yards per carry as a high school 
player. 

Of course, as is often the case in sta- 
tistical analysis, there is a catch. 
Harville had just one carry as a high 
school star at Hatton High School, that 
on the first play of the third game as 
Hatton squared off against rival 
Moulton. “They told me the day before 
the game that I was going to run on the 
first play, and I was nervous all day,” 
Harville said. “My hands were sweating. 
I was the power I back. They gave it to 
me and I went with it.” 

Hatton coaches didn’t press their luck. 
Harville’s career as a running back start- 
ed and ended with one play. “Oh, about 
twice a game I'd line up in the back- 
field, usually when we were down near 
the goalline,” Harville said. “But I was 
just a blocker.” 

It is “just” as a blocker that Harville is 
making his mark at Alabama. The 6-5, 
285-pound junior has come in for high 
praise from Tide Head Coach Gene 
Stallings throughout the year. Rarely a 
week goes by that Stallings doesn’t men- 
tion Harville as working hard and get- 
ting better, the attributes a coach looks 
for in a player. 

Although most of his Alabama career 
has been at tackle, he is now the starter 
at left guard as Alabama attempts to get 
its best 11 players on the field together. 
The problem with Harville being at 
guard is that when he is just at tackle he 
plays about as many plays as the 
starters, Matt Hammond on the left side 
and Roosevelt Patterson on the right. 

Harville has been a contributor almost 
since day one. He was one of a dozen 
true freshmen to play in 1991. He saw 
action in every game in that 11-1 season 
as an offensive lineman. The following 
spring he was recipient of the Paul 


Junior Joey Harville has been a contributor 
since coming to Alabama, primarily until this 
season as a back-up at offensive tackle. He 
hopes to be a starting tackle in his senior sea 
son, but for now he’s Bama’'s starting left guard. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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JEGENDARY MOMENTS 


Pani tlfoage 


COLLECTOR’S MuG SERIES 


The perfect gift for art enthusiasts and sports fans is now 
available from nationally known artist, Daniel A. Moore. 

Moore, known for his super realistic oil paintings, has 
designed an Inaugural Collector’s Mug Set. These exceptional 
mugs depict reproductions of his famous football paintings. 

This collection beautifully portrays four of Moore’s most 
popular classics: “The Goal Line Stand,” “Liberty,” “The Kick,” 
and “The Sack.” 

Priced at just $79.95, these limited edition sets are 
individually hand-numbered and imprinted with the artist’s 
signature on the bottom of each mug. Manufactured by Fitz & 
Floyd exclusively for New Life Art, the process was personally 
overseen by the artist. 

Each image has been permanently fired into the ceramic 
glaze of these microwave and dishwasher safe mugs. 

Daniel A. Moore’s limited edition prints typically sell outina 
matter of a few weeks. Order today so you won't miss your 
chance to own the complete series of Collector’s Mugs. 


Place your Collector’s Mug Set in a prominent 
position with this beautiful hardwood display cabinet. 
Its extra-deep shelves hold up to three mug sets or 
other collectibles. (Mug sets sold separately). 


i 


y) : Call Toll-Free 
1-800-652-MUGS 


COLLECTOR’S MuG SERIES (1-800-652-6847) 


Each four-mug set is just $79.95. Quantity. Amount 
Add $5.00 shipping for each order. 
Each display cabinet is $59.95, Quantity____ Amount 
Add $6.00 shipping for each cabinet. 

Total 


(2) Please find check or money order payable to New Life Art, Inc. 
( Please charge total to my () VISA () MasterCard () American Express. 
Card # Expiration Date 


Cardholder Signature, 


Ship To: Please print plainly. Must list street address for UPS delivery. 


Name 


Address, 


CI i 


Mail To: 

New Life Art, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3666 

Greenville, SC 29608-3666 


Home Phone 


Work Phone, 


© 1993 New Life An, Inc 


SATURDAY 


THE FIRST-EVER PICTURE BOOK OF 
AN ALABAMA FOOTBALL GAME! 


ALABAMA FOOTBALL AS YOU'VE 
NEVER SEEN IT BEFORE! 


Seven of America’s best photographers gather 
in Tuscaloosa this fall to chronicle the uniquely 
Alabama game-day events in “Bryant-Denny 
Saturday,” 


Edited by Wallace Sears (BA '74), this 9°x12" 
hard-cover book will feature over 100 color 
photos of the team the coaches ., - the 
tailgating the band. . . the sidelines 

the locker room the cheerleaders . . . the 
broadcasters University officials and Bama 
fan after Bama fan after Bama tan! 


“Bryant-Denny Saturday", available in 
November, will be an outstanding addition to any 
University of Alabama supporters library. It's the 
perfect Tide fan gift! 


Send check or money order payable to Pachyderm Press for 
$39.95 per copy plus $4 each for shipping and handling. 


Please send me copies of “Bryant-Denny Saturday” 
at $39.95 each Total 


+ $4 per book shipping/handling — 


Total enclosed 


Please print 

NAME 

STREET AODRESS 

ciry STATE ziP 
Mail to: Pachyderm Press F va 
P.O. Box 420640 a6 OF 
Kissimmee, FL 34742-0640 “Aono 


Bryant-Denny Saturday” Participating Sponsors 


JAMSOUTH BANK Nikon 


Sheraton Capstone Inn 


CONFERENCE CENTER 
TUSCALOOSA 
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Crane Most Improved Offensive 
Lineman Award. 

In last year’s 13-0 national champi- 
onship season, Harville saw consider- 
able action in all but one game and 
earned two starting assignments, 
against Arkansas and Mississippi State. 

Harville’s move to guard the week 
prior to the Tennessee game was both a 
tribute to his performance throughout 
the year and also a clue to the trouble 
spot on the Tide offensive line. Only 
one starter was lost from last year’s of- 
fensive front, left guard George Wilson. 
Several players were put into the 
spot—John Clay, who was the backup 
last year; Maurice Belser, who has been 
in a bit of a sophomore slump; Dennis 
Deason, who also backs up at center 
and right guard; William Barger, a for- 
mer starter at right guard—but all had 
problems of one kind or another. Some 
performed well enough as pass block- 
ers, but not run blockers, or vice versa. 
Others had penalties. Neither Stallings 
nor Jimmy Fuller, who coaches Bama’s 
guards and centers, was pleased. 

While guard would seem to be 
Harville’s immediate future, he is con- 
sidered part of a three-man rotation at 
offensive tackle. “I'm the swing player, 
the only one who plays both sides,” 
Harville said. 

Usually he replaces either Hammond 
or Patterson on the game's second se- 
ries, then replaces the other on the third 
series, then takes a break on the fourth 
series before starting the rotation again. 
“That gives the three of us about equal 
playing time,” Harville said. “But more 
than that, it helps because it gives each 
of us a break and that enables us to go 
full speed when we're in the game.” 


anny Pearman, who coaches 
Ditters offensive tackles, said, 
“I don’t consider Joey a backup 
player. 1 consider him a starter. He's an 
asset because he gives us a chance to 
spell the other two. I feel we’ve got 
three pretty good tackles right now.” 
Stallings has explained from time-to- 
time that starting is not critical, that 
several players can be considered first 
team, but only one can start at each po- 
sition. Both Hammond, who is working 
on a long starting streak, and Patterson 
are seniors. Harville is expected to re- 
turn to full time tackle duty next year. 
Meanwhile, in addition to guard work, 
he is listed second behind both 
Hammond and Patterson on the depth 
chart, with Kareem McNeal backing 


him up at left tackle, Pete DiMario be- 
hind him on the right side. 

Although it is somewhat rare for a 
man to play both left and right tackle, 
Pearman said the two positions are sim- 
ilar, the big difference being that the 
majority of the time the opponent's best 
pass-rusher lines up on the left side of a 
right-handed quarterback. 

At Alabama, Harville said, “That 
means the left tackle is more or less the 
pass protection guy who has to stop the 
other team’s best pass rusher from get- 
ting blind side hits (on the quarter- 
back), the kind they like best. On the 
right side, the guy you're playing across 
from is usually not as quick. You pretty 
much have to do the same things except 
the defensive guy can go inside or out- 
side to rush the passer, or play against 
the run either way.” 

Harville has very good quickness, one 
reason he said, “It really doesn’t make 
much difference to me which side I’m 
on. I feel I can play either side equally 
well.” Another reason for Harville’s suc- 
cess is his knowledge of the opponent. 
“I work hard at learning my plays,” he 
said. That's particularly important at 
guard, where assignments are more 
complex than at tackle. 

Knowing where you're supposed to be 
and what you’re supposed to do is criti- 
cal, especially when alternately playing 
on opposite sides of the center. “When 
Joey goes from left tackle to right tack- 
le, he has to switch the plays in his 
mind and switch the numbering sys- 
tem,” Pearman said. 


earman said that Harville is more 
Pee this year, perhaps because 

he recently married. “I saw a dif- 
ference in attitude,” Pearman said. “Joey 
now has a super attitude towards foot- 
ball, school, everything. He came back 
in shape and that has made a difference 
in our being able to count on him for 
quality playing time, now and in the fu- 
ture. Joey has been a real bright spot in 
our offensive line. 

But to get better, Pearman said 
Harville needs to get in the weight 
room. Harville agrees. “I think my 
biggest weakness is my (relative lack of) 
strength,” Harville said. “I need to work 
on that and build it up.” He currently 
bench presses 375 pounds, but wants to 
bench at least 400. He squats about 500 
pounds and wants that up to at least 
550. 

Harville has reasonable speed for a 
lineman, clocking about a 4.9-second 
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THE OFFICIAL ALABAMA 


The Alabama Win Sock indicates a strong force gathering at 
the Capstone with continued High Tide. Make sure everyone 
knows which way the wins are blowing. Show your pride in the 
Tide by flying the Alabama Win Sock. 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 


TO ORDER WRITE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


TEAMSPORTS, INC. | 1-800-886-9110 
209 Oxmoor Circle f (205) 942-0812 


Suite 712 
Birmingham, AL 35209 | eee) 
j a AY: GE Master Card 
| G2b SS 
a i hii toe JP aig ase PORE tas trata ne hp 
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gery Marketgn 


November 12-14, 1993 


Coleman Coliseum, University of Alabama 


General Admission: $3.00 daily at the door, 
$2.00 Students on Friday 
$2.00 Senior Citizens 
Children under 12 free 


Friday, November 12 10:00 a.m. — 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday, November 13 10:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, November 14 Noon—5:00 p.m. 


Merry Market is a festive assembly of shops filled with fancies to 
meet your holiday gift-giving needs. More than 50 exhibitors will be 
located in Coleman Coliseum, which will be transformed into a holi- 
day wonderland. Shopping, food, entertainment, door prizes and 


more await you. Bring the family and join in the fun! 


Merry Market is a community fund-raising project of the Junior 
League of Tuscaloosa. 
All proceeds fund the community projects and volunteer efforts of 


the Junior League of Tuscaloosa. 


For more information call 345-7416 


time in the 40-yard dash. But, he said, 
he wants to be quicker. “The quicker 
you can be the better you can play, be- 
cause you know the defensive linemen 
are going to be quick,” he said. “You 
have to be quicker than they are in 
order to block them.” 

Harville has had some good experience 
in trying to block quick men. “My fresh- 
man year I worked against the first de- 
fense in practice every day, trying to 
block Eric Curry and John Copeland,” 
he said. “There’s no way you can block 
those guys unless you've got good quick- 
ness.” He said working against the for- 
mer Tide All-America defensive ends was 
a big help to him. “If you work hard in 
practice and block those guys, you can 
pretty much block anybody,” he said. 


labama’s prime recruiting compe- 
Atte: for Harville came from an 

unlikely place. It was not sur- 
prising that Harville was contacted by 
virtually every Southeastern Conference 
team. As primarily an offensive tackle 
and defensive end (“We were a small 
school and | played every position you 
can imagine,” Harville said.) he led his 
teams to a three-year record of 29-7 and 
he earned all-state and prep All-America 
honors. Additionally, he was an excel- 
lent student. But he narrowed his choic- 
es to Alabama and West Virginia. 

“West Virginia was the second school 
that really started to recruit me and | 
enjoyed my visit there,” Harville ex- 
plained. “I liked the mountains. But I’ve 
been an Alabama fan all my life, and the 
Alabama tradition got to me. I wanted 
to be a part of that tradition. I also felt 
that with the coaches here, it was a 
chance for me to be the player | want to 
be. I’ve never been much of an Auburn 
fan, and I didn’t want to go to any other 
SEC school. That’s why West Virginia 
was my second choice.” 

Although it seems Harville just got 
here, now he can begin to look ahead to 
his senior year. “Naturally, the main 
thing on my mind is this season,” he 
said. “But next year I see myself as a left 
tackle, because I feel I've improved my 
pass blocking a lot. We'll probably have 
four tackles to work into a game, but I 
want to be a starter. As a senior, | also 
want to be a good leader for the rest of 
my teammates. But I know I'll have to 
push myself just as hard as | did this 
year in order to start. I know it’s not 
going to be handed to me. 

“I plan to keep working to get better 
and to help the team in any way I can.” 
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Sure to be the most 
sought after Alabama 
collectible ever! Ball #1 in 


This full-grain leather ball is being issued to commemorate 


Alabama’s1992 National Champion season. Bear Bryant 


This is truely a limited edition item and no more than 1000 


will ever be produced. Each hand numbered ball comes Museum 


with a certificate of authenticity and is sure to be a 
valuable addition to any fan’s collection. 
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call 1-800-373-6383 


== Description _ | Price 
Alabama National Championship Football = $125.00 
_ Deluxe Display Case 


Send Payment & 
Order Form to... 


—— : National 
Method of Payment Q Check Q Money Order O VISA Q MC Shipping & Handling (per ball) Ch . 
ampion 
Card # Exp. Date p 


BEER Total Gift Shoppe 


s ia 3325 Lorna Road #2-303 
Birmingham, AL 35216 
Name ; 


(CS ———————————— 7 
CV sie. ——$—_ —_—_——— SSS SSS SSS eS es 
Daytime Phone 
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Basketball Outlook: 


Talent May 
Overcome 
Inexperience 


by Kirk McNair 


Second year should be a 
good one for David Hobbs 
despite important losses 


head basketball coach a year ago, 

David Hobbs looked over the rosters 
of the 12 Southeastern Conference teams 
and came to the realization that he had, 
by far, the most inexperienced team. The 
Tide’s 14 players included only five letter- 
men with a total of six years of experi- 
ence. As it turned out, Bama’s only two se- 
nior players—point guard Elliot 
Washington and forward Andre 
Perry—-would be almost insignificant be- 
cause of Washington quitting, Perry suf- 
fering an injury in the opening SEC game. 
But things would be different this year 
with nine lettermen, including four 
starters, who had a total of 13 years expe- 
rience returning. Then a not-so-funny 
thing happened on the way to 1993-94. 
Guard James Robinson, the Tide’s leading 
scorer the past three years, elected to go 
into the National Basketball Association 
draft. And center Cedric Moore elected to 
forgo his final two years to join a profes- 
sional basketball team in Europe. 

Now Hobbs is back about where he was 
a year ago, seven lettermen, eight years 
experience. Only Alabama, Mississippi 
State and Tennessee have as few as two 
Starters returning. And it’s not like 
Alabama is coming off a big year. Last year 
the Tide was 16-13, only 7-9 in SEC play, 
and suffered a humiliating home court 
loss to Alabama-Birmingham in the final 
game of the season. 

Nevertheless, even with only about half 
the points returning from last year’s team, 
there is an air of optimism about Alabama 
basketball. That’s partly because the 


Pi: to his first season as Alabama’s 


Alabama was woefully short of experience a 
year ago, but expected to have at least four 
Starters returning this season. Instead, Bama 
again has two starters back, Jason Caffey (left) 
and Marvin Orange. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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Second-year Alabama Head Basketball Coach David Hobbs knows where he wants to take the Crimson Tide program, but the building process is a difficult 


one with inexperienced players. 


Barry Fikes Photo 


Alabama recruiting class of two junior col- 
lege players from Texas and two high 
school stars from Mississippi has been 
judged one of the nation’s best. Throw in a 
transfer who is considered one of the na- 
tion’s finest players and who is eligible 
this year after sitting out last season, and 
the newcomers are expected to play a sig- 
nificant role. 


Additionally, the awkward transition, 
when former Tide Head Coach Wimp 
Sanderson was forced to resign following 
the 1992 season, is now complete. Hobbs 
and his staff (which remains intact with 
assistants Gregg Polinsky, James Green 
and Lane Odom) begin trying to put the 
pieces together when practice gets under 
way November 1. 


Hobbs believes that, “We have more 
overall talent than a year ago, but we're 
still not experienced. But I like the talent 
level. And even though we have a lot of 
new guys, we had a lot of new ones last 
year and now they have a year of experi- 
ence. Still, it’s hard to believe that Jason is 
the only player we have with two years 
experience here.” 


1993-94 Men’s Basketball Rules Changes 


Here are the primary changes in the rules for men’s basketball 
this season: 

Reduced the shot clock from 45 seconds to 35 seconds. 

The game clock will stop after successful field goals in the last 
minute of the game and the last minute of any overtime period 
with the clock to re-start when the ball is in-bounded. There can 
be no substitution during this time. 

Eliminated the five-second dribbling violation against a close- 
ly-guarded player. 

Expanded the definition of an intentional foul to say a foul 
shall be ruled intentional if, while playing the ball, a player caus- 
es excessive contact with an opponent. 

The shot clock will not be reset when a defensive player causes 
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a held ball and the possession arrow favors the offensive team. 

Any individual who participates in a fight during his team’s 
final game of the season will be suspended from participating in 
the team’s next regular season game for which that individual 
would be eligible. 

Expanded the rule concerning the use of profanity to include 
abusive and obscene language by players and coaches. 

Jerseys may include a single color plain black or white patch 
on the shoulder or sleeve to honor the memory of a deceased 
person. 

Eliminated mandatory lag time for errors by the timer. Officials 
shall correct for actual time when they define information rela- 
tive to the time involved. 
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Another possible advantage for Hobbs is 
having two seniors who were junior col- 
lege transfers. Historically at Alabama, ju- 
nior college transfers have done well. For 
instance, David Benoit and Latrell 
Sprewell are players who came to Alabama 
from junior colleges and left Alabama for 
the NBA. However, it is fair to say all ju- 
nior college transfers have done much 
better after a year of adjustment. 

Hobbs points to defense as the critical 
area for Bama. “To be successful, we need 
to work on our defense,” he said. “All last 
year that was the one thing I was never 
pleased with.” 


Ithough there is some overlap in 

positions in Alabama's system, the 

Tide will generally be trying to fill 
positions 1 (point guard), 2 (wing guard), 
3 (small forward), 4 (power forward), and 
5 (center). Returning starters are sopho- 
more point guard Marvin Orange, who 
was thrust from backup to starter when 
Washington quit last year, and junior 
power forward Jason Cafley, the only play- 
er to start every basketball game for 
Alabama a year ago. 

It is not surprising that Marvin Orange 
is projected as the starting point guard 
this year, but it was a surprise that he 
came back as the returning starter. The 
plan was to bring Orange, 6-0, along slow- 
ly as a backup to Washington. When 
Washington quit, Orange became the 
starter for the final 13 games of the year. 
“Marvin was under the gun last year,” 
Hobbs said. “The residuals of that will be 
positive in the long run. Marvin knows 
what to do and what it takes. He has good 
offensive skills, but he needs to improve 
on defense. I think he is a real key as to 
how we do this year.” Orange was not a 
good shooter last year (37.5 per cent from 
the field, 32.8 per cent on three-pointers, 
51.9 per cent on free throws) and aver- 
aged only 4.3 points per game. He had 43 
assists and 44 turnovers and only eight 
steals, 

Alabama didn’t know Robertson was 
going to leave early for the NBA until after 
the majority of recruiting work had been 
done last year. When he declared for the 
draft, Bama had to scramble to shore up 
its guard corps. The scrambling led to 
McLennan Junior College in Waco, Texas, 
where Terrance Bethel, 6-0, a former 
Bronx prep star, had led his team to an 
undefeated regular season. “You don’t ever 
know how a junior college player is going 
to do, but at least he has ‘awed at a step 
higher that the high school level,” Hobbs 
said. 

The third candidate at point guard will 
see playing time, although he probably 
will not start. Philip Pearson, 6-2, is a 
walkon, a senior who is likely to be team 
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captain. Last year he did start one game, a 
critical contest at Tennessee when Bama 
had several players ill, and the Tide took 
that road victory. Alabama records show 
Pearson to be the only walkon ever to 
start a game for the Crimson Tide. 

There is a possibility that another junior 
college transfer, Artie Griffin, could play 
at the number one position, but he is 
more likely to be a leading candidate to 
fill the spot vacated by the departure of 
Robinson, the so-called shooting guard 


“Everybody’s 
talking about 
TALK OF 


THE TIDE” 


the new book by John Forney and Steve Townsend 


spot. (In Robinson's case it was more than 
“so-called” as he took nearly 30 per cent 
of Alabama’s shots in 1993.) 

Hobbs calls the upcoming competition 
at the wing guard position “interesting.” 

Griffin, 6-4, originally signed with Texas 
A&M after being prep player of the year 
in San Antonio. He was a 30-points-per- 
game prep star who was an all-star in ju- 
nior college, averaging 19.4 points per 
game last year. 

Last year Bama used two types of players 


The Tide tradition comes to life in this first- i 


over 100 interviews with players and coaches _/ff 


going back to 1920! 
IT’S ALL HERE - the players, the plays, the 
coaches, the memories, the legends. As told by: 


Alabama Coach Gene Stallings, Lee Roy Jordan, | 


Derrick Thomas, Wes and Billy Neighbors, 
Cornelius Bennett, Bart Starr, Bob 
Baumhower, Kenny Stabler, Ozzie Newsome, 
—all the greats. 


524.95 H. 
Handsome pepe Book _ 5 


There’s 
never been a 
Tide book 
: like this! 

h-gl 
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INCLUDES DOZENS OF HISTORICAL PHOTOS 
To Order Your Copy of Talk of the Tide 


Please send me copies of TALK OF THE TIDE at $24.95 per copy + $3 s&h 
(Ala. residents add $1.75 sales tax). 


Name 
Address 
City 


State_— Zi 


_———S—— ee 
{If no street address is available for UPS delivery, please add $2 ro your shipping and handling charge to cnsure parcel post delivery.) 


A Check or money order enclosed, payable to Crane Hill Publishers 


(4 MasterCard VISA account # 


expiration date 


authorized signature 


mail to: CRANE HILL PUBLISHERS 2923 Crescent Ave. Birmingham, AL 35209 


Meet John Forney and Tide players in person! 


Birmingham, AL - LITTLE PROFESSOR — Sept. 26 
Huntsville, AL - BOOKS-A-MILLION - Oct. 3 

Oxford, AL - BOOKLAND - Oct. 9 

B'ham, AL—-BOOKS-A-MILLION (Eastwood) - Oct. 17 


Montgomery, AL-BOOKLAND - Oct.24 

Huntsville, AL - SHAVER’S BOOKSTORE - Noy. 12 - 14 
Gadsden, AL - SPORTSMANIA - Noy. 27 

Mobile, AL—BOOKS-A-MILLION — Dec. 10 
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as a backup to Robinson. Bryan Passink, a 
6-3 sophomore, is more the traditional 
wing rd, an outside shooter. However, 
Passink didn’t have a good shooting year 
last year, 39.8 per cent from the field, 37.3 
er cent on three-pointers, 50 per cent 
Fa the foul line. He averaged 3.8 points 
per game. However, Hobbs thinks last 
yas statistics are somewhat meaningless 
ecause Passink was probably pressing 
when he subbed for Robinson. “He hasn't 
played a lot,” Hobbs said. “He's gotten big- 
ger and stronger and improved his game.” 
Walter Pitts, a 6-1 senior, showed 
marked improvement during the season 
after rrahisterciice from junior college. 
“He's a tough, hard-nosed guy who plays 
‘ood defense and will take it to the bas- 
et,” Hobbs said. Pitts shot well from the 
field (51.2 per cent), but not from three- 
point range or the free throw line. He av- 
eraged 4.8 points per game. 

One of Alabama's high school signees, 6- 
4 Eric Washington, is also a candidate at 
the two guard. He averaged 23.7 points as 
a prep star and was also able to pull down 
13 rebounds per game, an important asset 
for a wing player. “Eric has a lot to learn, 
like anyone coming in from high school, 
but he’s very athletic, shoots it well, and 
he’s a smart player,” Hobbs said. 

Hobbs doesn’t expect any of the wing 
ea to aronee over 20 points per game 
ike Robinson did, but hopes that the total 
si from the position will approach 20 
and that the overall play at the position 
will offset the loss of Robinson. 


sider the outlook at the small forward 
osition. Last year, Hobbs closed 
Alabama practices to spectators early in 


|: the battle at two is interesting, con- 
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No. Name Pos. Class 
5 Wade Kaiser G- °' Pr 
11 Anthony Brown G/F _ Soph. 
12 Terrance Bethel G jr. 
13 Philip Pearson G Sr 
14. EricWashington G_ Fr. 
15 Marvin Orange G Soph. 
22. ‘Bryan Passink G___ Soph. 
Walter Pitts GS, Sr 
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24 AntonioMcDyess C/F_ Fr, 
25 Artie Griffin G jr. 
30 Jamal Faulkner F Jr. 
31 Vess Hollingsworth F/G Jr. 


32 ShonPeck-Love F/G _ Sr. 
35 Jason Caffey F jr. 
50 Roy Rogers C Soph. 


the season. But before he did, Tide prac- 
tice-watchers were able to see an extraor- 
dinary basketball player. 

Jamal Faulkner, 6-7, 215, could be ei- 
ther a small forward or a power forward in 
Alabama’s offense. It is almost 
inconceivable that he won't be in the start- 
ing lineup when he becomes eligible for 
games with the Tide's December 21 game 
at Southern Miss, following the comple- 
tion of The University’s fall semester ex- 
aminations. A New Yorker and prep All- 
America, he signed with Arizona State, 
had some off-the-court difficulties, and 
ended up transferring to Alabama last 
winter. He has two years of eligibility re- 
maining. In his first two college seasons 
he was exceptional, including being 


1993-94 Alabama Basketball Roster 


Hgt. Wet. Exp. Hometown 

69 180 RS_ Birmingham 

65 205 IL _ St. Petersburg, Fla. 
60 182 JC _ Bronx,N.Y. 

6-2 175 Sq Montgomery 

6-4 180 HS Jackson, Miss. 

6-0 180 1L Columbia, S.C. 

6-3 180 1L Savannah, Ga. 

61 195 1L  Loachopoka 

6-9 220 HS Quitman, Miss. 
64 180 JC San Antonio, Texas 
6-7 215 Tr New York 

61 195 Tr Hamilton 

65 195 1L_ Tuscaloosa 

6-8 245 2L Mobile 

69 212 IL _ Linden 


named Pac-10 Freshman of the Year in 
1991. Incidentally, some Alabama fans 
have seen Faulkner in person in competi- 
tion, since he scored 29 points against 
Arkansas in the 1991 NCAA Tournament 
the game before Arkansas eliminated 
Bama. Faulkner has gained over 10 

ounds since coming to Alabama and is 
big enough to play inside, too. 

The three position attracts players capa- 
ble of playing either two or four. Griffin, 
Pitts and Washington, listed with the wing 
guards, could also see action at the small 
forward spot. 

Anthony Brown is a top candidate at 
small forward after he came on strong late 
last season as a freshman. The 6-5, 205- 
pounder had his career best game against 


CELLULARONE 


1301 McFarland Blvd. 
Tuscaloosa {nest to Steakout) 
752-2355 
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1812 McFarland Blvd. 


Northport Corners Shopping 


Center — 339-6112 
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CRIMSON TIDE CHECKS 


Only 


Show your Bama pride with 
these distinctive University 
of Alabama Crimson Tide 
checks! Your handsome, 
full-color checks feature 
four legendary moments in 
Tide football history, as 
captured by respected sports 
artist Daniel A. Moore. You 
can order 200 single-part 
checks for only $9.95, or 
150 duplicate (carbonless 
copy) checks 
for $11.95. 


Order Your Tide Checks NOW! 


Let the world know about your loyalty to the 
University of Alabama tradition. Use the 
convenient order form on this page. Allow 2-3 
weeks for delivery. 


O yes! 
Please send me "The Crimson Tide" checks 
(Includes all four designs) 


ORDER FORM 


Amount for checks 


$9.95 


YOU GET 
FOUR GREAT 
ACTION MOMENTS 


"THE GOAL LINE STAND"- against 

Penn State in the 1979 Sugar Bowl. 

"THE KICK"- Van Tiffin's 1985 
game-winning field goal against Auburn. 
"THE SACK"- Bennett's famous sack in the 
1986 victory over Notre Dame. 

"THE TRADITION CONTINUES"- 
commemorating the Sugar Bowl of 1992 
and the Tide's National Championship under 
Coach of the Year, Gene Stallings. 
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Each book of checks includes all four Daniel A. Moore designs. 
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FREE 


with your 


TIDE 
Check Order 


Order 200 Tide 
checks and you'll get: 


°192 FREE name and 
address labels featuring 
ROLL TIDE beside your 
name! (Order 150 duplicate 
checks and get 144 
free labels.) 


°A free crimson vinyl 
checkbook cover with 
Roll Tide emblazoned 
on the front in white. 


*One-part deposit slips. 


°A free check register 
with a handy 2-year 
calendar and 1993/1994 
Tide football schedules. 


CHAMPIONSHIP QUALITY 


Your Tide checks are manufactured 
to the highest standards. They 
will carry all the required codes 
and information necessary to 
service your account at 
any financial 
institution, as 
well as the only 
reproductions of 
Daniel A. Moore's 
art available in 
financial document 
format. As the 
champions of check 
production,we at 
Designer Checks have been 
providing high quality checks and 
encoded documents to the financial 
industry for over 20 years. Also, we 
guarantee your satisfaction! You must 
be 100% satisfied with your University 
of Alabama Crimson Tide checks, 
or we will replace them, or refund 
your money. 


CHECKS 
P.O. Box 12966 « Birmingham, Al, 35202 


How to Order 


Start my checks with number 


(if different from reorder form) 


SINGLE CHECKS 
0 200 @ $9.95 


0 400 @ $18.95 


DUPLICATE CHECKS 
0 150 @ $11.95 


0 300 @ $22.95 


' 

' 

‘ 

‘ 

| [] Don't forget my FREE MAILING LABELS! 
y 

' 

' 


My daytime Phone # ( ) 


Script Type (optional) add $2 $ 


In-Plant rush (optional) $2.50 
TOTAL AMOUNT 


My Check (J for the total is enclosed. 


Designer 


CHECKS 


AA 


should there be questions about my order. — 


P.O. Box 12966 « Birmingham, Al. 35202 


1. Enclose reorder form or voided check from existing 
check supply, noting any changes. 
2. Include deposit slip from existing check supply. 
3. Enclose your payment check. 
4. Fill out the order form and mail with items 1, 2 & 3 to: 
Designer Checks 
PO Box 12966 
Birmingham 
AL 35202-2966 


IMPORTANT: We cannot process incomplete orders. Your 
order will be mailed to the address printed on your 
checks unless you specify otherwise. (Please allow 2 to 3 
weeks for delivery.) For your protection we accept 
written orders only. If you have any questions please call 
800-239-9222 between 8am and 5.30pm CST Mon. - Fri. 


South Carolina as he hit seven of nine 
field goal attempts and seven of eight free 
throws for 23 points. He also had 20 sec- 
ond-half points at Ole Miss on six of eight 
field goal shooting and seven of eight free 
throw scoring. 

One of Alabama’s two seniors, Shon 
Peck-Love, 6-5, started strong last year, 
but did not sustain his play. He started in 
20 of the Tide’s first 21 games, but only 
one after that. He finished with 6.6 points 
and 2.9 rebounds per game, including a 
career high 22 points against Tennessee 
State. It is interesting that in team infor- 
mation provided by Alabama's sports in- 


formation office, Bama is shown to have 
two starters returning and to have lost two 
starters, Neither Peck-Love nor Moore is 
listed as a 1993 starter. 

Last year Alabama got help from a cou- 
ple of walk-ons, Pearson and Jeff Lovell. 
This year another non-scholarshipped 
player is attempting to make the squad. 
And he’s got a familiar name to Crimson 
Tide fans, particularly Bama football fans. 

Vess Hollingsworth, younger brother of 
former Tide quarterback Gary, played for 
highly-successful Glen Clem at Walker 
College in Jasper. The 6-1, 195-pounder, 
who might also be able to play at big 
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guard, is considered to be an exceptional 
outside shooter. 


ecause he is 6-9, most expect red- 
Be freshman Wade Kaiser to be an 

inside player, and that is probably a 
good bet. But Kaiser has the offensive 
skills to take it outside and could see some 
action at small forward. Although Kaiser 
lacks the bulk Tide coaches would like 
him to have (he's 195), he is very strong. 
More than size, though, Kaiser brings an 
athleticism rarely seen at the inside posi- 
tions, and he is a very intelligent player. 

The strong forward and center positions 
are practically interchangeable in 
Alabama's scheme. There is little question 
that one of the two inside players will be 
Jason Caffey, the 6-8, 245-pound junior 
who was the SEC's second-leading re- 
bounder last year. Caffey was the only 
Tider to start every game last year and he 
averaged 14.5 points and 8.7 rebounds per 
game. Caffey is strong and runs well, 
which helps make him an exceptional 
threat. Late last year he suffered a stress 
fracture in his leg which hampered him, 
but he should be full speed this winter. 

Most expect the inside position along- 
side Caffey to go to either sophomore Roy 
Rogers (6-9, 212) or true freshman 
Antonio McDyess (6-9, 220). 

Rogers suffered a season-ending knee in- 
jury last year which limited him to only 
14 games. He started six games prior to 
the injury and averaged 2.5 points and 2.3 
rebounds per game. Bama had counted on 
Rogers for a lot of playing time in 1993, in 
great part because of his shot-blocking 
ability. In 1992, Robert Horry blocked 121 
shots, an Alabama record. Last year, 
Alabama’ entire team blocked 120 shots. 
This year Hobbs is hopeful Rogers can add 
the shot blocking factor to Alabama's de- 
fense. Beyond that aspect of his game, 
Rogers is a sound defensive player and has 
a very effective jump hook. 

Many in the Tide camp are holding their 
breath, hoping that McDyess can be as 
good as advertised and as good as reports 
coming out of Alabama pickup games. 
That would be very good. However, Hobbs 
is not going to put pressure on the fresh- 
man. The Bama coach notes that McDyess 
should be a very good player in time be- 
cause of his knowledge of the game, his 
strength, his attitude and effort, and his 
natural skills, but cautions that patience 
will be used with the freshman. 

NCAA rules mandate the beginning of 
practice as November 1. Two exhibition 
games are permitted in November and 
Alabama will play Team Bulgaria on 
November 16 and Spirit Express on 
November 22. The season opens for real 
December ] when Bama hosts Tennessee- 
Chattanooga. 
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Get The Picture! 


Game Vision puts you in the middle of the action! 


Unaided view Simulated Game Vision-enhanced view 


Game Vision binoculars are 2 1/2 ounces of pure power, compact enough to fit ina shirt pocket, purse or 


fanny pack but strong enough to transport you straight to the heart of the action! Individual eye adjustments allow 


you to set each eyepiece separately for maximum clarity and sharpness, and their incredible lightweight technology 


puts an end to the hassle and fatigue of wearing or carrying standard-weight optics. 


Gane Vision also lets you show your true colors year-around. Whether you're 


watching a sporting event, scanning the sky from a duck blind or appreciating 


the beauties of nature at the beach, the distinctive, official University 


of Alabama seal on each eyepiece tells everyone 


you're a loyal Bama fan. 


Cu or write today - be the first one on 
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To order your Game Vision binoculars, fill in the order blank below or call toll free, 1-800-753-6300 to order with Visa or MasterCard. 
Orders will be mailed immediately upon receipt and processing. Satisfaction guaranteed or your money will be promptly refunded. 
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Women’s Basketball Outlook: 


Tide Works To Improve Each Year 


_ ale 
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Betsy Harris, a senior guard, returns for her 
fourth season with the Crimson Tide women's 
basketball team. Last year she was a record-set- 
ting three-point shooter. Although Harris de- 
parts following this season, she is the only se- 
nior in Bama’s projected starting lineup. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


by Donna Fromme 


Moody credits success to 
players, and Bama seems 
to have them this year 


ollywood could never produce a 
H«: compelling scene than the one 

inside the locker room following the 
Alabama women’ basketball team's last-sec- 
ond overtime loss to North Carolina in the 
second round of the 1993 NCAA 
Tournament. 

The Alabama players, only minutes after 
tough competition on the unfriendly opposi- 
tion court, buried their heads and wept. For 
perhaps the only time in his life, Tide Head 
Coach Rick Moody was at a loss for words 
as he watched his team in despair. He knew 
no words were necessary. His players knew 
what they had done, what they had missed, 
how close they had come, and how far they 
had come. 

And he also knew that Alabama's valiant 
quest for a berth in the Sweet 16 had ended 
in the unlikeliest and unkindest of ways. 
The Tide had finished a wonderful season, a 
22-9 record and ranked 25th in the nation. 
But it was a bitter finish. 

“We're not playing horseshoes,” Moody 
said later. “Leaners don't count. You're either 
in or you're out, and moral victories are not 
relevant. So, for the second straight year, we 
were in the round of 32. You use that as mo- 
tivation to achieve a higher level.” 

On paper, Moody looks to start out on a 
higher level as he prepares his Tide for the 
1993-94 season. Alabama returns 11 of 13 
players from last year, and in that group are 
four full-time starters and another who 
started in half the games in 1993. And it's 
that edge Moody is hoping will help him 
when Alabama opens its season on 
November 24, three and a half weeks after it 
has been allowed to take to the practice 
court. 

“Because of the NCAA restrictions on 
practice time, | hope-and | think-that we 
are going to be much further along than we 
were at this time last year. Last year we were 
depending on some talented, but very inex- 
perienced, players to perform at a high level 
against a ridiculously tough schedule, and 
that’s a little bit unrealistic. 

“As a matter of fact, | vividly recollect 
doing the very best that I could to inform 
people that we would not be a good basket- 
ball team early in the season, but would 
eventually improve to the point where we 
could compete on the highest of levels. And 
that’s basically the way the season went last 
year. 
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Indeed, last year’s Crimson Tide season 
looked at times as if it had been scripted by 
the writers of an “Indiana Jones” episode. 
Just when it seemed safe to step out on a 
basketball court, boulders seemed to be 
rolling recklessly after the Tide, and each 
step to dodge the impending doom turned 
ever more treacherous. Game two of the sea- 
son found Alabama on the road against tra- 
ditional powerhouse and former national 
champion Louisiana Tech. In game three, 
the Tide hosted Vanderbilt, the preseason 
number one team in the nation. In fact, in 
Alabama’ first eight games last season, four 
were against teams that would make the 
NCAA Tournament. 

But making excuses is not a Moody trait. 
He believes that each edition of the 


Crimson Tide (he’s sending out his fifth this 
year) should be better than the one before. 
And his 1994 squad is no exception. 

“Every year since | was hired, I've gen- 
uinely felt each year we would do every- 
thing we could possibly do to take our pro- 
ous to the next level,” Moody said. “We 

ve seen a steady and sustained growth 
pattern. The primary factor for this is havin 
the kind of athletes, the kind of basketbal 

layers, who can play on a high enough 
evel that we can compete for champi- 
onships. A second factor is that those same 
players gain the necessary experience so that 
when they are placed in that highly competi- 
tive situation that they are able to respond in 
a positive way. 
“Its not coaches or coaches’ philosophies 


or systems that win. It’s players executing 
the system that will-win games and champi- 
onships. | do believe that we have better tal- 
ent from top to bottom than we've ever 
had.” 


owering the Tide's better class of talent 
is its starting lineup, which basically 
has no weak link. Niesa Johnson, a 
preseason All-America, returns for her ju- 
nior season at guard. She powered Alabama's 
offense last season with her 16.1 points a 
game. Johnson led the Southeastern 
Conference in both steals (3.1 per game) 
and assists (5.4) and was good for 5.4 re- 
bounds an outing. 
Joining her at guard is the SEC's leading 
long-range shooter, senior guard Betsy 


"Salute To The Champions" 


Officially Licensed University of Alabama 1992 National Championship Commemorative 


AUTOGRAPH PLAQUE ™ 


e 
ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE 
1992 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS 


Salute to the Champions 


Order Form 


Amount 


The University of Alabama has won the college football National Championship 
again in 1992 on their 100th anniversary of football. History tends to repeat itself, 
and for the University of Alabama football program, it's happened 12 times. We 
want Lo preserve and remember this special National Championship with the 
University of Alabama's officially licensed commemorative AUTOGRAPH 
PLAQUE ™. 

What is an AUTOGRAPH PLAQUE ™? An AUTOGRAPH PLAQUE ™ 
enables the purchaser to remove the lithographic print from the protective cover on 
the plaque in order to be autographed by University of Alabama head football 
coach Gene Stallings or your favorite Alabama football star. After the lithographic 
print is autographed, place it back into the protective cover and display the prized 
autograph with pride. 

The University of Alabama 1992 National Championship AUTOGRAPH 
PLAQUE ™ includes an 8" x 10" lithograph of head coach Gene Stallings being 
carried off the field by his players, celebrating Alabama's victory over Miami in the 
Sugar Bowl. The lithograph was produced using the finest permanent inks and 
archival paper to meet the high quality and degree of excellence expected in all 
Vintage House Publishing products. The lithograph is enclosed in a protective 
cover next to a gold tone 10" x 5 1/2" plate and mounted on a 12" high x 15 3/4" 
wide x 5/8" thick walnut stained wood plaque. Listed on the plate are this season's 
13 Alabama football game scores, National Championship honors and titles and 
Gene Stallings' "Coach of the Year" awards. Collect all of your Alabama football 
autographs with the Officially Licensed University of Alabama 1992 National 
Championship AUTOGRAPH PLAQUE ™. 
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Quantity 

AUTOGRAPH PLAQUE ™ $49.95/each 
AL residents add 8% tax 

+ Add $5.95 for shipment of one plaque 

« Call for shipping rates on orders 

of two or more plaques 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

LJ Check 


CJ Money Order 
Card # 


Charge To: 
O Mastercard | Visa O American Express 


Exp. Date 


Authorized Signature 


SHIP TO: (Please print. Must list street address for UPS Shipping.) 
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Mail and make checks payable to: 

Vintage House Publishing + 261 Pine Ridge Rd. » Madison, AL 35758 
Phone 1-800-484-1097 ext. 9546 (Credit cards orders only.) 


Please allow 3 week delivery for order paid by check. 
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Harris. Harris averaged 12.5 points per game 
and set SEC records in three-point shooting 
last year. Madonna Thompson shared point 
guard duties with Melissa Del-Valle last sea- 
son, getting the starting nod 13 times and 
averaging 6.9 points per game. And 
Thompson, a junior, was also a 17-game 
starter her freshman season in 1992. 

Yolanda Watkins and Marlene Stevenson 
round out the starting lineup. Watkins had a 
terrific freshman season, capped by scoring 
29 points and pulling down 12 rebounds 
against North Carolina in the second round 
of the NCAA Tournament. She was a unani- 
mous choice for Freshman All-SEC and was 
second team all-conference as she averaged 
14.8 points and a team-leading 8.7 rebounds 
per game. And she tied former men’s team 
star, Robert Horry, with a Coleman 
Coliseum record seven blocked shots in one 
game. In only her second collegiate game 
she set a women’s school record by hitting 
13 of 13 free throws against Louisiana Tech. 

Stevenson, a junior, averaged 9.5 points 
and 7.4 rebounds per game in Alabama's 
three-guard, double-post offensive set. 


nce the opening whistle blows, 
()itttems women’s basketball team is 

full speed ahead. For that reason, 
bench strength is critical to success. Moody 
has to reload the floor often, and is able to 
do so without an appreciable drop in talent. 
The Tide's returning letter-winners all had 
substantial playing time last year, and sever- 
al of them earned occasional starting assign- 
ments. 

Top returnees are forwards Sharrona 
Alexander, Carla Koonce, Sarah Smith, and 
Shondra Fuller and guards Camillia 
Crenshaw and Aycan Yeniley. 

Moody has added three newcomers to his 
squad, two of those junior college transfers. 
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Rick Moody 


Monique Walls, a junior guard/forward from 
Vincennes University in Indiana, led the na- 
tion in junior college scoring with her aver- 
age of 25.8 points per game and was a junior 
college All-America and her region’s Player 
of the Year the past two seasons. Consuelo 
Daniels transferred from Connors 
(Oklahoma) State College where she aver- 
aged 14.5 points and 8.0 rebounds in two 
seasons. 

The Tide's lone freshman is Leah Monteith 
of Centre, who was named “Miss Basketball” 
in Alabama last year. She averaged 22 
points, 6.0 rebounds and 4.0 steals in lead- 
ing her team to the state championship. 

These additions fit perfectly into the 
Moody style, one that has set school records 
with back-to-back 20-win seasons, back-to- 
back NCAA tournament appearances, and 
back-to-back titles of leading the nation in 
three-point seasons. 

“| don’t anticipate any philosophical 
changes,” Moody said. “As a matter of fact, 
we have tried to recruit only those players 
who can enhance the system we have in 
place. I believe the one key statistic that we 


Niesa Johnson 


Yolanda Watkins 


must improve on is our opponents’ field 
goal percentage, which I believe will make 
us a more complete basketball team.” 

Alabama plays two home exhibition games 
in November, a November 17 date with 
Bulgaria Levski-totel and a November 24 
contest against Athletes In Action. Regular 
season plays begins in Ames, lowa, at the 
lowa State Cyclone Classic against Eastern 
Washington November 26 with the Tide 
playing either host lowa State or Troy State 
the second night. Other tournament play 
this year includes Bama’s own Shoney’s Inn 
Classic December 3-4 and the Central 
Florida Holiday Classic, a three-game tour- 
nament with nine teams, December 29-31. 

The Shoney’s Classic in Coleman 

Coliseum includes Coppin State, coached by 
former Tide Assistant Coach Tori Harrison, 
as well as Grambling and Tennessee State. 
Alabama will open in the Central Florida 
tournament against East Carolina, but 
among the teams in the tournament is North 
Carolina, making possible a rematch of the 
dramatic NCAA Tournament game that 
ended Alabama's season last year. 


Going Places 


Travel Agency, Inc. 


Going Places Travel is now accepting deposits for 
SEC Championship and Sugar Bowl football game 


packages. Should the Tide not participate in these 
games, your deposit will be refunded, or, if you 
desire, credited to the bowl game package in 
which the Tide plays. Space is limited, so reserve 
your spot today! 


1824 Red Oak Place * Birmingham, AL 35244 
(205) 424-9694 + 1-800-239-2072 
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“Take Away id A Limited Edition Art Print by BUZZ BURGESS 


TAKE AWAY 
1992 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
AEAHAMASH SiLyatt I 


George Teague autographed ORDER FORM AMOUNT 
COLLECTOR'S EDITION Full-Color Edition. Unframed $110.00 Qty. 


Full Color edition (shown above). 

Published (March 16) from the original wa, F 
watercolor painting, depicting George Shipping $5.00 for each order of prints. 
Teague’s incredible athletic play the 

“Take Away.’ 


This edition is limited to 5000 prints, State sales tax Alabama residents add 8% 
each hand signed and numbered by the 
Artist. George Teague’s signature will TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 


appear on all 5000 prints and he will Please find check or money order enclosed. 


hand sign a minimum of 2500 prints. 

Please charge total to my VISA ____ Mastercard 
The artist has closely supervised the Card # Exp. 
printing process to assure only the finest s 
materials were used for this wonderful Cardholder Signature 
lithograph. The print is 18”x24” in- 
cluding the margins. SHIP TO: Must list street address for UPS delivery 


The original painting will be displayed NAME 

at the Bear Bryant Museum, beginning ADDRESS 

the finest collector’s items in Alabama I —— = =——_— a 
sports history! Celebrate and remember Mail order form to: 
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Football Prospects: 


Skill Position Players Abound In State 


by Chass Horton 


Here is a look at the backs 
and wide receivers listed 
among top prospects 


ne of the debates of college football 

each year is where the best football 

is played. Is it in the Big Ten? The 
Pac-10? The Southeastern Conference? 
One ingredient that seems to be a part of 
the very best teams is speed, and perhaps 
more than anywhere else the SEC has an 
abundance of fast football players. And in 
order to stay competitive, a team must find 
and recruit fast football players. While 
speed is important at almost every posi- 
tion, it is most noticeable among the skill 
position players, offensive and defensive 
backs and wide receivers. 

It seems reasonable that Alabama will be 
searching for those skill position players in 
this recruiting season. Alabama loses a 
couple of seniors in the secondary, a wide 
receiver and a running back from this 
year’s team, and there's always room for a 
quarterback. Beyond that, top skill posi- 
tion players don’t come along every year, 
and the best teams get them while they 
can. 

Although signing date is not until 
February 2, there's already growing interest 
in the top prospects in Alabama because 
there appear to be so many of them this 
year. Additionally, players are making un- 
official visits to games and college coaches 
have been able to watch high school 
games, so followers of recruiting become 
aware of prospects. 

As we always point out, the following is 
not necessarily a list of those being recruit- 
ed by Alabama or of players who are con- 
sidering Alabama. There are certainly some 
here who will be offered scholarships by 
the Crimson Tide, just as it is very likely 
that there are players not generally regard- 
ed as top prospects by the so-called re- 
cruiling experts who are considered 
prospects by college coaches. This infor- 
mation comes from various recruiting ser- 
vices and newspaper rankings. These best- 
known high school prep stars in Alabama 
are listed alphabetically. 


homas Banks is a 5-10, 175-pound 

| running back and strong safety for 
Coach Ricky Thomas at West 
Jefferson in Quinton. Banks led his team as 


a junior with 24 touchdowns and rushed 
for over 2,400 yards, earning first team all- 
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state. He had over 2,200 yards and 19 
touchdowns as a sophomore. He is a good 
student. Banks lists Alabama, Auburn, 
Georgia, Tennessee and Florida State as 
schools he is considering. 

The best-known high school football 
player in Alabama, and one of the most 
publicized in the nation, is Fred Beasley, a 
6-2, 195-pound running back for Coach 
Spence McCracken at Robert E. Lee of 
Montgomery. He is widely considered the 
best player on Lee’s top-ranked team, a 
team he has led to back-to-back 6A state 
championships. A three-year starter, he has 
rushed for over 3,300 yards and 46 touch- 
downs prior to this season. He has excel- 
lent speed and strength. Although he suf- 
fered an ankle injury early this year and 
missed a couple of games, he is still 
drawing attention from all the major col- 
leges. Beasley is a complete football player. 
When the game is on the line, he also plays 
linebacker. Although a recent report in the 
Tuscaloosa News said Beasley had said his 
favorite team was Auburn, that assessment 
actually came from one of the assistant 
coaches at Lee. He is a solid student who is 
expected to qualify and he lists Alabama, 
Auburn, FSU, Georgia and Georgia Tech. 

Nakia Eason, 5-11, 175, is a defensive 
back for Coach Carroll Cox at Bessemer 
Jess Lanier. He came into the season with 
12 career interceptions and midway 
through the season had run that number to 
17. There is some question about Eason’s 
academic standing, but none about his ath- 
letic ability. In fact, he has gotten some 
work at running back this year. He lists 
Alabama, Auburn, Tennessee, and Ole 
Miss. 

Kevin Gentle is a 6-1, 180-pound kicking 
specialist for Coach Phil Lazenby at 
Guntersville. Although he also starts in the 
secondary, it is his kicking ability that has 
drawn the most attention. He has kicked 
field goals of 51 and 59 yards this year and 
has had only five kickoffs returned in the 
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DeAnthony Hall 


first six games. He was averaging 46.7 
yards per punt. He is academically quali- 
fied and lists Alabama, Auburn, Georgia 
Tech, North Carolina State and Georgia. 

Charles Goodson, a 6-1, 220-pound de- 
fensive back for Coach Rodney Bivens at 
Anniston, earned all-star honors as a ju- 
nior as he recorded over 60 tackles and 
turned in seven pass interceptions. He is 
fast and strong and a solid student and has 
been linked with Alabama, Auburn, 
Georgia, Tennessee and North Carolina. 

DeAnthony Hall is one of several top 
prospects for Coach Howard Busby at pow- 
erful Tuscaloosa Central. He's a 5-11, 185- 
pound quarterback and defensive back 
who was formerly a receiver and could also 
be a running back. He had four intercep- 
tions midway through the season. Hall, a 
four-year starter in football, has also let- 
tered in basketball and he is an exceptional 
baseball player. He is a solid student who 
lists Alabama among the schools he is con- 
sidering. 

Ed Harris, 5-10, 164, is considered one 
of the state’s top athletes. He has played 
quarterback, wingback, wide receiver and 
running back for Coach Wes Simpson at 
Moody, but he is best known as a fine de- 
fensive back. Through the first seven 
games this year he had 1,300 all-purpose 
yards and 13 touchdowns on offense. He 
lists Alabama, Auburn, Brigham Young, 
Tennessee and Georgia. 

If Fred Beasley is not the top prospect in 
the state, then Steven Harris may be. He is 
the number one prospect by some, includ- 
ing the prestigious Tuscaloosa News Sweet 
16 list, and one recruiting service calls him 
the best athlete in the South. Harris is a 6- 
2, 220-pound quarterback and linebacker 
(he may be a defensive back in college) 
who has started for Coach Rickey Johnson 
at Hazlewood for four years, and is a part 
of three of the five consecutive 2A state ti- 
tles Hazlewood has won. He was all-state 
as a junior. He is academically eligible and 
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Jeremy Jones Kenya Jones Montoya Madden 
many believe he is committed to Alabama, Jedarius Isaac is a 6-1, 175-pound quar- 
which would be a continuation of a _terback for Coach Carroll Cox at Bessemer 
pipeline from Hazlewood to Bama. Jess Lanier. He is considered one of the 
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state’s top prospects, but not as a quarter- 
back. Isaac, an exceptional athlete, is pro- 
jected as a college defensive back and he's 
considering all SEC schools. 

Jeremy Jones is a running back, wide re- 
ceiver and defensive back for Coach Rush 
Propst at Ashville and is a four-year starter. 
He had over 1,900 all-purpose yards and 
19 touchdowns and also kicked five field 
goals as a junior. He was state 3A champi- 
on in the 200-meter dash and also plays 
baseball. He is a good student who lists 
Alabama, Auburn, Ole Miss, Vanderbilt 
and North Carolina State. 

Kenya Jones is part of a wide open pass- 
ing offensive team under former Tide wide 
receiver Joey Jones at Dora. Kenya, 6-0, 
175, has 24 receptions for 490 yards and 
three touchdowns and has also returned 
two punts for touchdowns this year. Last 
year he caught 36 passes for 712 yards and 
five touchdowns and also had 315 yards 
rushing and returned two punts and one 
kickolt" for a score. He is also a top basket- 
ball player. He must improve academically, 
but lists Alabama, Tennessee, Georgia, 
Miami and FSU. 

Carl King is a 6-1, 230-pound fullback 
for Coach Jim Bixby at Geneva. He is a top 
runner and blocker. As a junior he rushed 
for over 700 yards and six touchdowns. 
His list includes Alabama, Auburn, 
Georgia, Mississippi State and FSU. 


A nother of the top prospects pro- 
duced at Hazlewood is Montoya 
Madden, a 5-9, 205-pound running 

back for Coach Rickey Johnson. He was 

all-state as a junior and rushed for more 
than 2,000 yards. He is ranked among the 
nation’s top “big back” prospects. 

Unfortunately, his coach said he was a little 
too big when the season started and being 

a few pounds overweight got him off to a 

slow start. Although he is on the border 

academically, he is being recruited by most 
top schools, including Alabama. 

Freddy May is a 6-0, 206-pound running 
back for Coach Howard Busby at 
Tuscaloosa Central. He ran for over 1,200 
yards and 14 touchdowns as a junior, but 
has had hamstring problems this season. 
Nevertheless, he averaged nearly five yards 
per carry through his first five games (58 
carries, 278 yards) and averaged about 100 
yards per game in all-purpose yardage. He 
is not academically qualified and may be 
headed to Coffeyville Junior College in 
Kansas. 

William Mayes is a 6-3, 228-pound full- 
back for Coach Ronald Cheatham at 
Wenonah in Birmingham. He is rated one 
of the state’s top 20 prospects by The 
Birmingham News. 

Norman Nero, 6-3, 190, is a running 
back and defensive back for Coach Melvin 
Middleton at Escambia County in Atmore. 
He is a three-year starter in both football 
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Darrell Payne 


and basketball and is an excellent student. 
As a junior he gained over 800 yards and 
had nine touchdowns and had 42 tackles. 
He lists Alabama, Arkansas and Auburn. 

Darrell Payne is one of the top quarter- 
backs in the state. The 6-0, 180-pounder 
has started for three years for Coach Lynn 
Elkins at Pinson Valley. As a junior he 
passed for 1,525 yards and 13 touchdowns 
and had thrown for over 3,500 yards and 
26 scores in his career prior to this season. 
He had a five-touchdown performance in 
one game as a junior. He also plays defense 
and he has started on both the baseball and 
basketball teams the past two years. He is 
considering several SEC schools and FSU. 

John David Phillips, 6-4, 240, is consid- 
ered by many to be the top quarterback 
prospect in Alabama. He plays for Coach 
Rodney Bivens at Anniston. Although he 
was not his team’s regular quarterback as a 
junior, he had an impressive performance 
in the state playoffs against Montgomery 
Lee, passing for 173 yards and a touch- 
down. He is a dropback passer. He started 
for three years in the secondary and also 
has lettered in baseball and basketball. The 
Birmingham Post-Herald rates Phillips the 
fifth best prospect in Alabama. He has 
qualified academically and lists Alabama, 
Auburn, Georgia, Clemson and North 
Carolina. 

Dennis Riddle, 6-0, 195, is another of the 
prospects for Tuscaloosa Central. Rated the 
15th best prospect in the state by the 
Tuscaloosa News, Riddle rushed for 643 
yards (5.5 average) and nine touchdowns 
in his first five games this year. He was av- 
eraging 178.4 all-purpose yards per game. 
He has not yet qualified academically, but 
is considering Alabama, Tennessee, LSU, 
Georgia, Iowa and Syracuse. 

Adam Russell, 6-2, 193, is the quarter- 
back for Coach Joey Jones at Dora. 
Halfway through this year he had complet- 
ed 61 of 102 passes for 1,206 yards and 11 
touchdowns with only three interceptions. 
He completed over 53 per cent of his pass- 
es for over 4,000 yards and 42 touchdowns 
in his first two seasons as a starter and was 
all-state as a junior. He is an excellent stu- 
dent (3.8 grade point average) who is aca- 
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Adam Russell 
demically eligible and is considering 
Alabama, Auburn, FSU, Mississippi State 
and Tennessee. 

Kenneth Scissum has been a two-year 
starter at running back and linebacker for 
Coach Raymond Farmer at Etowah in 
Attalla. He is 6-1, 196. He has played tight 
end and fullback, as well as tailback. 
Midway through the year he had 90 rushes 
for 498 yards and six touchdowns and 
eight pass receptions for 72 yards. He has 
passed the ACT. He lists Alabama, Auburn, 
Tennessee, Georgia, Mississippi State and 
Ole Miss. 

Jake Vest is a 6-2, 190-pound quarter- 
back for Coach Perry Swindall at Daleville. 
He was all-state and Montgomery 
Advertiser 4A Player of the Year as a junior 
as he passed for 2,397 yards and 33 touch- 
downs. The Birmingham News rates him 
the fourth best prospect in the state. The 
left-hander led Daleville to the state title 
last year and one recruiting service lists 
him as one of the nation’s top ten “run- 
pass” quarterbacks. He is an excellent stu- 
dent who lists Alabama, Auburn, Texas, 
Georgia and Arkansas. 


ile the above are the most wide- 
ly-publicized skill position play- 
ers in Alabama, there are always 


those not so well known who often end up 
as college stars. College coaches are cer- 
tainly taking a look at these, too: 

Kushon Anderson is a 6-2, 220-pound 
fullback for Coach Stanley Conner at 
LeFlore in Mobile. He has a reputation as a 
runner and blocker. Jeff Bazemore is being 
seen by a lot of scouts because he’s the 
quarterback for Montgomery Lee. He's 5- 
11, 175. Curtis Brooks is a two-year starter 
on both offense and defense for Coach 
John Blackmon at Leroy. Brooks, 6-3, 210, 
was an all-state performer at defensive 
back as a junior with 94 tackles and eight 
interceptions. 

Tony Buchalter, 5-11, 200, is a running 
back for Coach Perry Swindall at Daleville. 
Adrian Bullard, 6-2, 175, is an outstanding 
wide receiver and kick return man for 
Coach John Harper at Frisco City. Derek 
Caldwell, 6-4, 185, is a wide receiver for 
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Kenneth Scissum 
Coach Roland Jones at Brantley. 

Shedrick Dixon is a 6-0, 180-pound wide 
receiver for Coach Wayne Trawick at 
Phenix City Central. Tony Gibbs is a 6-2, 
190-pound defensive back and quarterback 
for Coach John Harper at Frisco City. He 
had over 1,000 yards of passing offense as 
a junior and earned all-state honors. 

While Kenya Jones and Adam Russell 
have drawn most of the attention for 
Coach Joey Jones’ Dora team, Lahitia 
Grant, a 6-1, 182-pound wide receiver has 
also been a big play man. He’s had 28 
catches for 580 yards and five touchdowns 
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Rodney Melton 
and returned three punts for touchdowns 
in the first half of the season. And he’s his 
school’s president and an excellent student. 

Keith Grantham is a 6-3, 185-pound 
quarterback for defending 3A state cham- 
pion Elba High School. He led Coach Mack 
Wood's team to the title despite suffering a 
broken passing hand in the first round of 
the playoffs. 

Charles Johnson is a 6-2, 190-pound all- 
purpose player for Coach Benjamin Harris 
at Mobile Blount. He has played quarter- 
back, defensive back and receiver. Sherman 
McLester is a 5-10 running back for Coach 


2516 University 


Rodney Bivens at Anniston. 

Rodney Melton, 6-1, 185, is a running 
back for Coach John Niblett at Phenix City 
Glenwood. He rushed for over 4,000 yards 
in his first three seasons, including an as- 
tounding 34 touchdowns as a junior. Brent 
Pettus, 6-3, 180, is a very gifted all-around 
athlete who is the quarterback for Coach 
Bobby Moore's Tuscaloosa County team. 

Jerel Posey, 6-0, 180, is a quarterback and 
defensive back for Pell City. He is a four- 
year starter who was all-state as a junior. 
He has also started the past three years in 
basketball. Gerald Pruitt is also a four-year 
starter, a 6-1, 195-pound strong safety for 
Coach Benjamin Harris at Blount. 

Tony Richardson is a 5-10, 175-pound 
running back for Coach Bobby Devane at 
Dothan. Lamont Shaw, 5-10, 170, is a de- 
fensive back for Coach Phillip Baker at 
Dadeville. Jeremy Slimp, 5-9, 175, is a run- 
ning back for Coach Bob Finley at 
Birmingham Berry. 

Coleman Smith, 6-2, 170, is a wide re- 
ceiver for Coach Eddie Tyler at Daphne. 
Julius Terrell is a 6-1, 170-pound defensive 
back for Coach Mike Shipp of Gadsden 
Emma Sansom. Demetrick Thomas is an 
all-around athlete for Coach Tony Motley 
at Munford. 
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Basketball Prospects: 


Bama Looks For Blue Chippers 


by Kirk McNair 


Early period may not have 
as many signees this year; 
Tide searching nationwide 


team includes only two seniors, and 

neither of them is really projected as 
a starter this season. The two, junior col- 
lege transfers Walter Pitts and Shon Peck- 
Love, are both expected to be top back-ups 
this year. That means this is not a critical 
recruiting year for Coach David Hobbs, 
but, as anyone who follows the sport 
knows, it doesn’t do to miss a year. 
Nevertheless, with a team that will appar- 
ently be very strong next year, Hobbs and 
his staff can afford to be very selective in 
recruiting. And a look at the national scene 
shows that Alabama is listed with some of 
the nation’s most highly-regarded players. 

The week-long early signing period for 
most sports other than football begins 
November 10. Nationally, it is expected 
that fewer men’s basketball players will 
sign in the early period this year than over 
the past few years because of a change in 
NCAA regulations. Prospects cannot make 
an official campus visit this year until they 
have attained a passing score on one of the 
national standardized tests. (Prospects can 
sign without making a passing score, but 
few sign without having made official vis- 
its.) Approximately 80 to 85 per cent of 
the nation’s top prospects have signed in 
the early period in the past, and that num- 
ber is expected to drop dramatically this 
year. 

How many will Hobbs sign, and how 
many will sign in the early signing | pages 
It would seem that Alabama would try to 
sign two or possibly three (national statis- 
tics show that college basketball teams lose 
an average of one player per year before his 
final year of eligibility, players either giving 
up the sport, going professional, sullering 
career-ending injuries, or failing to main- 
tain academic eligibility). If Bama gets one 
or more signees in the early period that 
would be very good this year. 

Continuing an unfortunate trend of re- 
cent years, it does not appear to be a year 
in which there are many (if any) top 
prospects in the state of Alabama. While 
the national recruiting services show that 
situation will end next year with several 
top juniors, it appears Alabama's recruiting 
efforts are once again outside the state. 

About the only Alabama high school 
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Te year’s Alabama men’s basketball 


preppers making any recruiting lists are 6- 
3 guard Rod Willie of Huntsville Lee, 6-11, 
240-pound center Todd Campbell of 
Greenville, 6-5 forwards Billy Adams of 
Birmingham John Carroll and Otis Drury 
of Dothan, and 6-4 wing guards Tom 
Peters of Birmingham Ramsay and Mike 
Floyd of Mobile, and Bama is not expected 
to offer scholarships to any of them in the 
early signing period. The late signing peri- 
od begins in March. 


any believe Alabama has been a 
Me for two point guards con- 

sidered to be the two top men at 
their position in the nation. At one time 
there were rumors that Johnny Miller, a 6- 
1, 175-pounder, had already committed to 
Alabama. Miller was something of an un- 
known a year ago, playing for relatively 
small Solanco High School in Quarryville, 
Pennsylvania. But everyone knows him 
now. 

Miller, who was scheduled to visit 
Alabama for Homecoming Weekend 
October 30, averaged 27 points, 5.6 assists 
and 3.6 steals for Coach Don Fisher as a 
junior. As a sophomore he averaged 18 
points and 8.5 assists, but last year the 
coach said he needed Miller to do more 
shooting and less passing since he was the 
only returning starter. And his last year 
statistics might have been better had he 
not suffered a broken hand midway 
through the year. Even so, he came back in 
his first game with a cast on and scored 41 
points. 

Miller is also thought to be considering 
Providence, coached by former Bama assis- 
tant Rick Barnes. One of the hot rumors 
making the rounds is that Miller called all 
the schools recruiting him to say he had 
decided on Alabama and Barnes blitzed the 
Miller household with a negative recruiting 
pitch against the school where he once 
worked. Miller's coach would neither con- 
firm nor deny the rumor, but said he want- 
ed to praise Tide Head Coach David Hobbs 
and Assistant Coach Greg Polinsky for the 
way in which they had recruited his star 
player. 

Another rumor connected to the sup- 
posed Miller commitment reached from 
Minnesota to North Carolina. Reportedly, 
Alabama was the leader for Ishua 
Benjamin, a 6-4 point guard at Concord, 
North Carolina. However, when Miller 
called Minnesota to tell that staff of his de- 
cision to go to Alabama, the Minnesota 
coaches immediately called Benjamin to 
tell him, and Bama supposedly fell out of 
favor with Benjamin, In addition to 
Minnesota, he is also considering Ohio 
State, Georgetown, and several ACC 


schools, 

Also in the Carolinas, 6-8, 220-pound 
power forward Lamont Boozer olf Rock 
Hill, South Carolina, lists Alabama, Wake 
Forest, South Carolina and Virginia Tech as 
his current final four, but he continues to 
consider other schools and is not planning 
to sign in the early period. 

Nicky Davis, a 6-9, 190-pound forward 
at Northeast of Richland, South Carolina, 
was listed with Alabama in some early re- 
cruiting reports, as was Mark Himes, a 6-4, 
195-pound shooting guard at Columbia 
Irmo. 

Demarko Johnson, 6-8, 230, is originally 
from Charlotte, North Carolina, but is 
playing at Fork Union Military in Virginia. 
He has trimmed about 20 pounds from his 
frame in the past year and is now drawing 
attention from a number of top schools, in- 
cluding Alabama. 

The big name in Virginia this year was 
Allen Iverson of Bethel High School in 
Hampton. However, Iverson has very seri- 
ous legal problems and is now in prison. 
But his former teammate, 6-1 senior wing 
guard Tony Rutland, is a top prospect who 
includes Alabama among the schools he is 
considering. Last year he averaged 22 
points, 4.5 assists and 7 rebounds per 
game and had 30 points in the state cham- 
pionship game. 

Also in Virginia, Alabama is listed with 
two players on what is considered the best 
prep team in the nation, Oak Hill in Mouth 
of Wilson. Both Tavares Johnson, 6-6, and 
Alex Sanders, 6-8, include the Tide among 
schools they are considering. 


signees were both from Mississippi 

(Antonio McDyess and Eric 
Washington), and Mississippi has top 
prospects once again this year. Not surpris- 
ingly, Alabama is linked with several of 
them. 

The top prospect in Mississippi is Jerod 
Ward, a 6-8, 205-pound forward from 
Clinton. He is considered by some to be 
among the nation’s top dozen prospects. 
Last year he averaged 30 points, 15 re- 
bounds, 3.5 assists and 6.1 blocked shots 
per game and led his team to the state 5A 
championship. His coach, Joel Boone, said 
that Ward had accepted 18 in-home visits 
by college coaches and that it could be a 
long recruiting process since Ward will 
wait until spring to sign. But the coach 
said he thought Ward might be down to 
four schools: Alabama, Oklahoma, 
Kentucky and Tennessee. His coach said 
Ward was not yet academically qualified, 
but that he is a good student and will qual- 
ily easily. 


Ls year Alabama’s two high school 
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Shipping, $2.05 each 


Total Enclosed 


P.O. Box 020426 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35402 


Eric Lee is tall (a tad over 6-10) and thin 
(197 pounds) and is expected to be a small 
forward in college. He plays at Indianola 
Gentry, where last year he averaged 14 
points, 14 rebounds, and three blocked 
shots per game and led his team to a 33-1 
record, the one loss coming in the finals of 
the 4A state championship. He, too, is ex- 
pected to wait until spring to sign. 

Some reports have Alabama involved 
with Johnny Rodgers, a 6-7, 195-pound 
small forward at Laurel Watkins, and 
Horatio Webster, a 6-7, 225-pound power 
forward at Durant. 

Virtually every list of top prospects in 
Mississippi includes 6-3 guard Jerry 
Nichols of Jackson Lanier, and 6-5 forward 
Karl Jones of Mound Bayou Broad Street, 
but Bama is not thought to be involved 
with either. 

There could be one other top prospect in 
Mississippi this year. Lorenzen Wright is 
enrolled at Booker T. Washington High 
School in Memphis this year, alter having 
previously played in Oxford, Mississippi. 
However, he was one of 36 top high school 
players who attended a Nike-sponsored all- 
star tournament in Oregon in September. 
Nike gave each of the players a $100 gift 
certificate for participating, a violation of 
amateur rules. The Tennessee high school 
governing body has ruled Wright and an- 
other Tennessee prepper ineligible this year 
and if that ruling stands, Wright may move 
back to Mississippi to play. While reports 
have had him definitely committed to 
Memphis State (his father is a coach at an- 
other school in Memphis), that may not be 
a correct assessment. Wright is thought to 
be considering Alabama, Georgetown and 
Arkansas, as well as Memphis State. 

Other prep stars Alabama has been listed 
with who attended the Nike tournament 
are Miller, Benjamin, Ward, and 5-10 point 
guard Kareem Reid of St. Raymond's High 
in Bronx, New York. Marquette, Seton Hall 
and Arkansas are also involved with Reid. 

Bama is also listed with some other top 
players in the nation. 

Corey Frazier is one of the top long- 
range shooters in the nation. He’s a 6-3, 
170-pound shooting guard from 
Charleston, Missouri. 

There have been reports that 6-3 point 
guard Chris Snowden of Waterproof, 
Louisiana, is secretly committed to LSU, 
but he will be a late signee and Alabama is 
involved. 

Leroy Carter, a 6-4, 200-pound wing 
guard at Memphis Hillcrest averaged 16.5 
points, 10.3 rebounds and 5.4 assists per 
game last year. He has an interesting list of 
schools: Arkansas, Memphis State, 
Alabama, UCLA, Florida State and 
Alabama-Birmingham. 

Jason Pickett, a 6-2, 170-pound wing 
guard from Banning High in Wilmington, 
California, included Alabama on his early 


list. 

Jerry Braswell, a 6-1, 175-pound guard at 
Randolph-Clay High in Cuthbert, Georgia, 
included Alabama among the schools he 
was considering, but our information is 
that he will sign with Wake Forest. Some 
reports have linked Bama with 6-8 Mike 
Maddox of Mays High in College Park, 
Georgia, but our information is that 
Maddox will sign with Georgia Tech. Also 
in Georgia, Kareem Livingston, a 6-5, 215- 
pound small forward at Marietta Pope, has 
Alabama on his list. 


labama has had reasonable success 
Ae recruiting junior college players, 
nd the Tide is again linked to some 

junior college stars. 

Marco Whitfield, who is originally from 
Decatur, is a 6-1 point guard playing at 
Central Florida Community College and 
reports from there say he may be with 
Bama next year. 

For the past few years, Alabama has re- 
cruited players from Pensacola Junior 
College, but so far the Tide has come up 
second for the top prospects there. This 
year's top player at Pensacola is Chris 
Davis, a 6-7, 230-pound inside player who 
originally signed with Kansas. He is also 
being hotly pursued by Florida State. 

Roy Hairston, 6-8, 210, small forward 
from Hutchinson Junior College in Kansas, 
is considered the number one junior col- 
lege player in the nation at his position 
after averaging 23 points a game and being 
named conference MVP last year. However, 
he is not expected to sign early because he 
is waiting until spring to make his visits. 
He is considering Alabama, South 
Carolina, UNLV, Iowa, Pittsburgh and 
Purdue. A native of Jersey City, New Jersey, 
he originally signed with Duquesne. 

Two of the top junior college players in 
Alabama are both small forwards, 6-4 
Audwin Howard at Lawson State and 6-3 
Pete Grooms at Bevelle State. Another 
prospect could be Chris West, a 6-10 cen- 
ter at Southern Union. 


It is a little more difficult to get informa- 
tion on women prospects, but Tide Coach 
Rick Moody has a well-publicized commit- 
ment from Brittney Ezell from Franklin 
High School in Tennessee. She will sign 
November 10. She was an all-state selec- 
tion last year as she averaged 16 points, 4.5 
rebounds, 3.5 assists and 3.1 steals as a ju- 
nior. She shot 70 per cent from the free 
throw line, 47 per cent from the field and 
32 per cent from three-point range. She 
has scored 1,405 points in her first three 
seasons as a starter for Coach Pam 
Compton. 

Franklin has gone 21-9, 28-5 and 31-5 in 
Ezell’s three seasons. She scored 30 points 
in a losing effort in last year's state tourna- 
ment. 
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Fall Baseball: 


Pitching Looks Like A Strong Point 


by Rush Garner 


Bama will rely on veterans 
and newcomers to make 
improvement in 1994 


Ss any coach will tell you, you only 

learn so much from off-season drills. 

But if the recently-completed fall train- 
ing session was any indication, University of 
Alabama Baseball Coach Barry Shollenberger 
hopes spring comes soon. “You don’t like to 
say this, but | like what | saw,” he said. “I 
hate to get too excited about intrasquad prac- 
tices because it’s not the same as a game, but 
we really looked good at every position and 
the pitching should be there.” 

In college baseball, the equivalent of profes- 
sional baseball's spring training is a month of 
fall drills. The Tide has completed that fall 
work of practice and intrasquad games and 
will begin its 1994 campaign in February. 

Even though Alabama finished the 1993 
campaign two games above .500 (27-25), the 
Southeastern Conference record of 9-15 left 
plenty of room for improvement. 

Alabama will attack the 1994 season with a 
blend of experienced players and talented 


Is 


Alabama Head Coach Barry Shollenberger hopes 
to be happy about Bama’s 1994 baseball team. 
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newcomers. Fortunately, there is both in the 
most important area of a baseball team at any 
level: pitching. 

If the second half of last year is any indica- 
tion, pitching should be a strong point for 
Bama in 1994. This year's staff has plenty of 
promise despite losing one of last year’s most 
dependable starters to professional baseball. 
Al Drumheller elected to pass up his final 
year of eligibility to play for pay. The Tide 
will miss not only his 98 innings pitched and 
nine victories, but also his bat. He hit .323 
with eight home runs and 38 runs batted in. 

However, back from last year’s team are 
three reliable starters: Senior right-handers 
Mike McDonald and Bernie Bellard and ju- 
nior right-hander Steve Shoemaker. 
McDonald had a 3.64 earned run average in 
1993. Bellard came on strong late in the sea- 
son, including a complete game six-strikeout 
five-hitter in the Tide's final game, a 10-1 win 
over Arkansas. Bellard is also capable at the 
plate, the designated hitter for Bama part of 
last season. Shoemaker also developed into 
one of the stafl’s best as he recorded a win 
over Auburn down the stretch, pitching a 
complete game four-hit shutout and striking 
out eight. Senior right-hander Derius Lewis 
will also be relied upon in the starting rota- 
tion. 

The depth in the pitching corps pleases 
Shollenberger. “We feel like we have a lot of 
experience in our rotation,” he said. “But the 
key is depth, because anything can happen 
during a season and if you don’t have eight or 
nine quality guys, then it’s really going to 
show down the stretch. Those other guys 
aren't just back-ups. They have to be ready to 
step in and pitch effectively.” 

Rounding out what should be an above-av- 
erage staff of all right-handers are senior Jerry 
Stubbs, junior Neal Lamb, sophomores Joel 
Colgrove and John Collins, and freshman 
Pete Demorejon. 

Usually during fall drills there are a few 
surprises, and this year was no exception. 
Senior Chad Elder, who sat out last year with 
arm problems, was almost unhittable this fall. 
During drills he lit up the radar gun and 
showed no ill effects from his layoff. There is 
also a newcomer, freshman Chris Eilers, who 
had an exceptional fall and could break into 
the rotation. “Chris has the best stuff of any 
young pitcher I have seen in a while,” 
Shollenberger said. 


ceptionally successful, it has suffered 

significant losses. Gone from 1993 are 
the likes of second baseman Frank 
Menechino, first baseman Chris Smelley, 
third baseman Jerry Shelton, and outfielder 
Brad Oliver. “When a baseball team loses as 
many players as we lost, the goal is to rebuild 
up the middle,” Shollenberger said. “We feel 
that is where our experience lies.” 


Fe though last year’s team was not ex- 


In virtually every sport a team must be con- 
sistent defensively to be successful. However 
Shollenberger also will try to improve 
Alabama's offensive production this year. Las! 
year Bama finished last in the SEC in hitting. 
a team batting average of only .234 in league 


mes. 

Anchoring the defense for the ‘04 squad 
will be a platoon at catcher, senior Gino 
Saunders and junior Alan Hill. “Both of these 
guys can play,” Shollenberger said. “As far as 
I'm concerned, | have two number ones.” 
Both Saunders and Hill are right-handed bat- 
ters noted more for defensive ability than of- 
fensive production (a combined 25 runs bat- 
ted in last year). 

The middle infielders, shortstop and second 
base, are the defensive key. Success in this 
area helped Bama to rank third in the league 
in fielding last year. Sophomore Brett Taft re- 
turns at shortstop, while senior Eddie 
Genorelli came out of fall drills as the heir- 
apparent second-baseman. Although defense 
is the primary function of the middle infield- 
ers, Taft led last year's team in runs batted in 
in SEC games with 13. 

The fourth and final cog in the up-the-mid- 
dle defense is center field. Senior Anthony 
Box moves in to replace Oliver. “Anthony is 
our best all-around outfielder, and we have 
adequate depth at the position with Todd 
Nodine,” Shollenberger said. Nodine, a 
sophomore, is an exceptional defensive player. 

The rest of the defense should be strong. 
Completing the outfield, senior Brad Daggett 
returns in left; and although an injury limited 
him in fall practice, newcomer Chris Wood 
looks like a solid right-fielder. His left-hand- 
ed bat is also expected to help in a lineup that 
is predominantly right-handed. Freshman 
Shane Watts also impressed the coaching staff 
with his work in the outfield in the fall, while 
walk-on Chris Milewski, whose twin brother 
Corey is a second-baseman for the Tide, is an 
infielder who was one of the top hitters in fall 
practice. Junior college transfer Robbie 
Hayduck is a top-flight defensive player who 
can play any of the infield positions. “I think 
Robbie will help with his defensive ability 
and flexibility,” Shollen-berger said. 

At first base, newcomer Scott Weil and ju- 
nior Jason Jordan, are competing for playing 
time, while at third base freshman Joe Caruso 
appears to have moved into the picture along 
with junior Danny Jenkins. 

As Bama looks for improvement in 1994, 
the schedule-maker hasn’t been too kind. 
Alabama's first two SEC series will be on the 
road, at powerful Florida and South Carolina. 
“I hate to play the first six conference games 
on the road, but we'll find out what we have 
real fast,” Shollenberger said. “You might as 
well get them out of the way. I've never been 
one to cry over schedules, but it’s tough for a 
young team to gain confidence if you start 
out slow.” 
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Mississippi @ Southern North 
State ay canine 


10-36 
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FROM PASADENA TO PARIS 


ALABAMA: 12 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS—NARRATED BY KEITH JACKSON, is the Official National Championship 
Video Collection. Three exciting videos celebrate the Championships won by Wallace Wade, Frank Thomas, Paul LY 
“‘Bear’’ Bryant and Gene Stallings, starting at Pasadena’s Rose Bowl and ending at Coach Stallings’ ranch in he 


s 
rt - Paris, Texas. The latest home video collection from The Alabama \ =“). > 
ea | wa (| Sports Network is a perfect gift at $59.95 plus tax and P/H. Ay KY 
U LSLSLJ © COPYRIGHT 1993 BY COLLEGIATE SPORTS PARTNERS, LTD. 


explain th 


r= 


Our Subscribers Know 
What He Really Said. 


Bama Magazine has been giving Alabama fans the inside story on all aspects 
of Crimson Tide football since 1979. Our readers get the facts and figures, 
but also get the story behind the story. We profile the stars and the stars-to- 
be, coaches, and even the stars of yesteryear as we remember Alabama tradi- 
tion. And for the best and most accurate recruiting information, nothing 
compares. A subscription brings you 10 full-color magazines and 14 
newsletters mailed first class. We don’t stop with football season, either. 
Keep up with all Alabama sports, August through May. Great gilt idea, too! 
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Yes 


Total amount enclosed for 
Alabama residents add $2.00 sales tax each orde 
Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


] Please send me one year (24 issues) 
e of 'BAMA for only $35.00. 


riptions. 


Make check payable to: ‘BAMA Magizine 


P.O. Box 6104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
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Payment Enclosed 0 Mastercard C1) Visa 0 


Bank Card # 


Signature 
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New Subscription Oo 


CRIMSON TIME COMPANY 


3000 RIVERCHASE GALLERIA, SUITE 800, BIRMINGHAM, AL 35244 
QTy TO ORDER BY PHONE CALL 2055382442 
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ea CHAMPIONSHIP WALL CLOCK $25.00 Ca a) 
ADD $3.50 SHIPPING AND HANDLING 
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SIGNATURE 
30 DAY MONEY-BACK GAURANTEE 


WATCH ORDERS ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS DELIVERY 


Celebrating A 100 Year Football Tradition 


THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
"GRANDFATHER CLOCK 


playing the 


“ALABAMA FIGHT SONG” 


Emperor Clock Company proudly presents The Century, a Limited 
Edition Grandfather Clock in Solid Cherry or Oak commemorating the 1992 
National Football Championship. 


gE 


Just imagine owning this extraordinary grandfather clock! Each hour of the 
day you will hear The Century's solid brass movement playing the famous 
"UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA FIGHT SONG", and you will remember the 
thrill of seeing the University of Alabama football team declared 1992 
National Champions. You mayalso select Westminster chimes, Viennastrike, 
or silence, if you prefer. 


Adding even more to The Century’s uniqueness is the brass lyre pendulum 
engraved with every year the University of Alabama won a national football 
championship. The Century also features beveled glass waist door and 
sides. 


Don’t miss this splendid opportunity to own this unique tribute to Alabama’s 
legendary football teams. The Century is sure to become a treasured family 
heirloom. 


Each clock will be registered at the headquarters of 
Emperor Clock Company in Fairhope, Alabama, 
and each owner will receive an engraved 
and numbered solid brass plaque. Only 
500 clocks will be available. Coach Gene 
Stallings received Number 1 in the 
Crimson Tide Suite at the university 

in Tuscaloosa on Thursday, August 5. 


Don't miss out. Order yours now! 


LIMETED DU TON 

a UNIVERSTEY OF ALABAMA 5 

71992 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS — 
NO 1 OF 500 


Engraved, Brass Lyre Pendulum Registered, Solid Brass Plaque 
The Century Limited Edition Grandfather Clock: $1,495.00 


To Order Call: 
Pw EMPEROR’ 205/928-2316 in Alabama 
82 3/4"(H) x 23 7/8" (W) x 14 3/4" (D) bringer seep a ag or 1-800-642-0011 outside Alabama 


©1993 Emperor Clock Company. All Rights Reserved. 


